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INTRODUCTION 

 

Looking back over the past 25 years, we see that The Lord has been at work, 

producing His church family here at Alta Loma Brethren In Christ.  We are 

grateful to Him, and want to pause to give Him glory for His goodness to us along 

the way.  We will look at some of the highlights of our church history. 

 

By understanding our roots as a congregation, and the nature of our community, 

we will be in a good position to look forward, toward the next 25 years.  The Lord 

most certainly has a plan for us.  He is the God of order and purpose!  He cares 

more about His church than any of us possibly could.  Jesus promised that He, 

personally, would build His church and that the very gates of hell would not 

prevail against it1.  But to think that He will reveal His plan to us at our demand is 

to fail to understand the way He operates.  We are not in charge.  He is.  We can 

not expect His favor when we devise our own plans and then ask him to bless 

them.  Nor can we insist that he show us all the wonderful, and perhaps difficult, 

details of the future. 

 

This volume includes portions of our earlier vision book, Hearth and Home, which 

was written in 1994.  It also includes new ideas and suggestions from the pastoral 

staff for following the Lord into the future. 

 

You may notice that there is a little mixing of metaphors in this book.  We have 

always thought of ourselves as a family church.  It has been very helpful to use the 

well-understood dynamics of a healthy family to picture our relationships with the 

Lord, with each other, and with others around us.  We don't want to abandon that 

concept, because it is Biblical, and because it produces a sense of love and unity 

that is good for us, and is a good example to the world in which we live.  We 

would, however, like to introduce another image: the mental picture of a journey, 

                                                           
1 Jesus will build His church: Matthew 16:18 



Page 5 

from simple, comparatively slow beginnings, to our present situation on a busy 

highway, and then beyond-- onto the freeway of God's activity in the fast-paced 

world of the 21st Century.  We will often refer to these concepts: family and travel.  

Just think of it as a family that is travelling together toward some very exciting 

destination. 

 

Please take the time to read this short book.  It is for you and about you.  And to 

the extent that all of us are thinking together about these important issues, we will 

grow together and go together into the wonderful future the Lord has in mind for 

us. 

 

We intend to revise this document regularly, adding new information, as it 

becomes available, and modifying strategies for progress as the Lord leads us 

together.  Your feedback is needed and welcome.  We will publish the latest 

version of the book on the Internet and will make it available in print for those who 

prefer it that way. 

 

Bible quotations are from the New American Standard Version unless otherwise 

noted. 
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Summary/ Overview 

 

 

The full story may be more than you want.  Some of you might want to read this 

overview, and use the rest for reference. 

 

10 Milestones Along the Highway of the First 25 Years 

 

Moments of beginning, especially in the work of God are often cloaked in mystery. 

We don't sense it at the time something big is happening.  Looking back on 25 

years at ALBIC can be a blur of countless names, faces, some forgotten and some 

remembered plus multiplied hours of ministry and meetings. We have chosen in 

this article to give an overview of the 25 years attempting to select the milestone 

events that turned a corner to greater ministry for this church. This is presented not 

as an exhaustive study with names and dates but looking at what now has become 

the Big Picture of God at Work among us. 

 

The real birthing of Alta Loma BIC came from a spirit of outreach and evangelism 

at Upland BIC. With conference leadership twenty-three people committed 

themselves to be the core of believers for the new work. While many others gave 

time in visitation, calling and mailings, the "twenty-three" were the pioneers who 

first turned a corner of faith.  Next there was the purchase of property.  The 19th 

Street of that day was lightly traveled. The leadership team actually bought the 

property to the west of us, sold it at a profit, purchasing our present site, which has 

better visibility to 19th Street.  We are now positioned on a main traffic artery.  On 

this property the young congregation built the building, a multi-purpose unit to 

serve the church and its growing needs.   It was an owner/builder arrangement with 

members of the congregation working on the building of a church home. 

 

It was soon after the building's completion that a Christian School for the 

community was established, first a pre-school then a Kindergarten and finally a 
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grammar school up to grade 8.  It was a young community of families with few 

Christian schools. "Little People2" was born as a venture to fill that need in the 

name of our Lord.  This move also established term direction for the congregation 

as a family church.  A third milestone had been reached. 

 

As the school grew, interest in advancing our own Children's' ministry in the 

church grew as well.  We were the first BIC church in the denomination to become 

a part of the AWANA ministry.  AWANA is fully Biblical involving adults as 

sponsors and models and linking other local churches with our children, in 

Olympic-style events.  Countless young people have God's Word in their heart 

because we turned that corner. 

 

More building soon became crucial as the church grew. The original building, 

designed for school and worship, was overcrowded.  We were crowded, and had 

little money for expansion.  A decision of faith was made to build an educational 

building, and pay for it as it was built.  (With no money as an owner/builder we 

launched with the understanding that the work would stop when money flow 

ceased.)  There never was a delay with $300,000 raised one year and another 

$500,000 the next year for the sanctuary.  A fifth milestone lesson had been met. 

 

The sixth issue was the sanctuary itself.  Three special features were primary, a 

wrap-around seating giving closeness to the entire congregation; a sloping floor to 

accommodate pews, and a broad platform for concerts, dramas and special events. 

As it turned out, it could have provided more storage space.  Still the 540-seat 

sanctuary is one of the best of its kind in our denomination. 

 

A seventh event, often overlooked, is the planting of a new church in Etiwanda. 

Fifty-six people were commissioned to be planters of our new work in the nearby 

community.  It all happened the same Sunday that we went to double morning 

                                                           
2 Later called “Little People and Company,” and still later, “Alta Loma Christian Schools” 
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worship services. The God who always honors giving, gave a wave of new people 

so there was never a lapse or decrease in attendance. 

 

The eighth milestone may be the most important. What good are buildings without 

spiritual passion?  A prayer emphasis was envisioned to make this literally a house 

of prayer.  Churches pray, but this one has a prayer program. There are monthly 

watch nights of prayer, weekly morning prayer times on Wednesday and Saturdays 

as well as prayer teams functioning during worship services.  When His people 

reach a sense of human powerlessness and turn to pray, a door of grace is opened 

for God to greatly work. 

 

The scripture calls for a people of praise. Praise is the path to faith, securing God's 

promises. The congregation went through a number of growth stages, learning in 

new and exciting ways to praise God together. As we grew in congregational 

praise, missions became an enlarged focus as well.  Praise is, after all the purest 

motive for mission.  Our excitement about the good news mandated us to invest in 

sending and supporting, as world Christians, persons called from our midst to 

missionary service.  It is a milestone near to the heart of God. 

 

Finally there is a discipling tool, an overarching ministry goal called "Experiencing 

God." It is an extensive study course built around the premise that our calling is to 

first discover what God is doing and then align ourselves with His purpose and 

plan. This study plan has become the spiritual backbone of our church from which 

leadership has arisen for our variety of ministries. 

 

These milestones are offered with a sense of incompleteness.  They do not tell the 

whole story.  But they do offer a message of faith for the future.  Faith is first a 

matter of history.  We learn His faithfulness in an arena of trust.  We are still in 

that arena and pause at a 25th anniversary to prepare for the next and best twenty-

five to come. 
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Part 1 

 

The Highway: 

Praising The Lord For The Past:  The First 25 Years 

 

A Brief History of the Alta Loma Brethren In Christ Church 

 

Starting the Journey 

 

On September 16th, 1976, fifty-three people gathered in the cafeteria of the 

Carnelian School for the first public meeting of the newly formed Brethren In 

Christ Church of Alta Loma.  Pastor Ralph Wenger ministered that day to a joyful 

congregation that was the result of careful church planning and planting.  Before 

this date there had been months of meetings and in-home Bible Studies, and even 

before that, the work had begun as a vision of the Pacific Conference of Brethren 

In Christ churches and Bishop Don Shafer. 

 

Alta Loma Brethren In Christ Church actually had its genesis in a classroom in 

Fuller Theological Seminary in 1975.  Our Bishop, Donald Shafer, was writing his 

doctoral thesis on “Planting 10 Churches in 10 Years In The Pacific Conference of 

the Brethren In Christ.”  This thesis became more than a library reference work on 

a shelf.  The book was to be lived out by our Conference Boards, who came to 

believe that God wanted the first of those ten churches to be planted in the 

immediate future.  Aaron Stern, a pastor with a heart for people and a gift in 

evangelism, was hired by the conference as a Church Developer.  Stern had been 

inspired to become a church developer through the lectures of Peter Wagner and 

Donald McGavern at Fuller Seminary.  Another Fuller professor, John Wember,  

was secured as a consultant. 
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Bishop Shafer began to meet on a monthly basis with the Sterns, Wimber, and 

Glen and Joyce Ginder.  They would spend entire days together in prayer and 

planning, receiving church planting lessons from Wimber.  Demographic studies 

revealed that the Alta Loma area was a prime target for a new church. 

  

One of Aaron Stern’s responsibilities was to inspire members of existing churches 

to do what was necessary to start new congregations in Southern California.  The 

Church Growth Committee asked two couples to help them start a new work.  

They were Gordon and Eunice Engle and Charles and Katherine Engle.   

 

The Upland Brethren In Christ became a parenting body to the new church, giving 

15 members to the first core group, as well as 60 to 70 volunteers who gave of 

their time as needed. 

 

Once the work began, other families from Upland and other BIC churches 

answered the call to assist.  Stern went door to door in housing developments and 

apartment complexes in search of people interested in becoming a part of the new 

church. 

 

These pioneers also began blanketing Alta Loma with phone calls, asking them 

vital survey questions and informing them that a new church was beginning in the 

area.   The initial phone surveys had produced over 150 names of people who were 

interested in finding out more about the church, and each of these people were 

visited by a member of the church planting team. 

 

Two home Bible studies were started in the area.  Gordon and Eunice Engle led 

one of these groups.  These Deacons at the Upland Church sold their home and 

moved to Alta Loma.   Gordon took early retirement as a teacher.  Together, these 

actions made a needed statement of commitment to the new work.    
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In the early weeks, the location of the Bible Study would vary from week to week.  

Aaron Stern would make a contact with somebody willing to host the group and 

then inform Gordon.  The study attracted new participants every week, including 

many who had not yet become Christians.  After a while the group settled into the 

home of Bruce and Linda Merritt as a regular meeting place for the Bible studies.  

The group grew in number and in spirit until they were ready to begin to meet as 

an official church.  Other families joined the Bible studies.  Among these early 

members were Dick and Shirley Dahl, John and Marlene Eshleman, Lois 

Guengerich, Will and Pat Klier , and Ed and Fran Young. 

 

The quest for a planting pastor had begun.  It had to be someone with experience in 

starting a church.  Pastor Ralph Wenger had done this very thing in the successful 

planting of our church in Hagerstown, Maryland.  With his wife, Joan, Pastor 

Wenger accepted the call in September 1976. The church began holding services at 

the Carnelian School.   

 

 

Property and a Building On The Highway 

 

Two months after the Wengers arrived, an initial five-acre piece of land was 

secured with a $7500 down payment.  The property is immediately West of our 

present location.  Two houses on the land were rented to make property payments.  

The land purchase also made a needed statement.  One community member said, 

“You are really here to stay.” 

 

At that time 19th Street was a two-lane road lined with Eucalyptus trees.  However, 

it was a state road, and as growth occurred in the heights, traffic would flow down 

for shopping and school.  Church leadership correctly believed it would become a 

main artery of travel. 
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God really blessed the young church.  Right from the first Sunday, Pastor Wenger 

had told the congregation that it was important for them to give sacrificially to the 

ministry of their church and the congregation turned in trust to the Lord to meet 

their needs.  God was indeed faithful in hearing the prayers of the young 

congregation, and through His provision, the congregation was able to break away 

from financial reliance on the Pacific Conference and pay their own bills by 

February of 1977, only six months after the church had begun. 

 

 

Picking Up Speed – A Growing Congregation 

Growth was rapid.  By July 1977 there were 70 people involved, some from the 

Upland Church, but more from the community.   Several key families were added, 

including Roy and Karen Clark, and Doug and Marilyn Martin.  A “Charter 

Membership Roll” included 60 people.  (See Appendix 1 - Charter Membership) 

 

During the next year Dr. Virginia Kauffman and George and Betty Van Tubergen 

joined the group. 

 

It was 1978, with a congregation not yet two years old, that the present property of 

seven acres became available.  It was owned by a Japanese family who had at one 

time operated a worm farm.  They were anxious to sell, due to difficulties in the 

family.  The purchase price was $150,000.  In a fantastic move that only God 

could orchestrate, the original five acres were sold for a price that provided 

$92,000 profit!  This purchase and move was made in such a way that the church 

could begin immediately planning their initial building. 

 

Although limited by the fact that their lease with Carnelian School only assured 

them access to the facility on Sunday mornings, they paid extra to rent the facility 

certain Saturday and Sunday nights in order to show Billy Graham films and have 

musical groups come in and perform.  Despite the fact that the cafeteria would 

sometimes smell of the spaghetti from the school soccer team or some other 
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organization that had used the facility before them, these outreaches were very 

successful.  The church attendance continued to grow until they had an average of 

about ninety each Sunday morning.  They were crowded at the school, and had to 

be very creative.  They even used Gordon and Eunice Engle’s RV for a nursery, 

and conducted baptisms in members’ back yards!  They sang with the help of 

guitarists.  Doug Martin was their Music Minister. 

 

Ministry to children was considered important from the beginning, and in the 

summer of 1978 the church hosted its first Vacation Bible School on the new 

property.  

 

Other families were led to the church, including Jim and Sue Keith .  At a special 

dinner function at Oliver’s Restaurant in Fontana, the small congregation pledged 

enough to start their first building.  At this point they hired an architect and began 

the process that led to ground breaking on the multi-purpose building in 1979.  The 

plans combined the dreams of many different members of the congregation.  It 

included a fireplace to help keep the close “homey” feeling they enjoyed together.  

There was an amphitheater (where the new sanctuary is now), and even plans to 

minister to a “drive-in” segment of the congregation (The south wall is all 

windows, an elevated platform was placed in the corner).  A.V. Howell donated his 

services as a general contractor.  He came from Kansas to help build the church.  

Lester Martin also devoted much time and expertise to the project.  

 

The building was finally ready by March of 1980.  The church moved in and the 

preschool immediately began operation as “Little People and Company,” under the 

direction of Gail Steele.  The school started with a group of thirty-eight children 

and has since grown to over 200. 

 

  During the next three years the church grew to an average attendance of over 200.  

Martha Martin, school bookkeeper, made sure everything stayed within the budget.  

Wayne Bignell served as Associate Pastor during this time.  
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Pastor Wenger was asked to become Bishop of the Pacific Conference.  Soon 

afterward he suffered a heart attack and underwent open-heart surgery.  The Lord 

gave him a rapid recovery so he could assume his new position.  Gordon Engle 

filled in as interim pastor of the church.  Negotiations were under way for a new 

pastor, and Bob and Barbara Hempy were then chosen to be the new pastoral 

couple, beginning their ministry in Alta Loma in 1984.  They had served with 

distinction at the Upland Brethren In Christ Church for the previous nine years.  

Under his ministry the church continued to grow, at one point being recognized as 

the fastest growing church in the denomination.  Gordon and Eunice Engle 

assumed the role of Associate Pastoral couple.  Pastor Gordon specialized in the 

administrative tasks for the church and school.  

 

Attendance continued to climb, breaking a monthly average of 400 in March of 

1989.  Adjusting the additional needs and demands on the pastoral staff, a second 

Associate Pastor was added.  Dave and Barbara Holmquist came from a Wesleyan 

church in El Cajon.  Youth Minister Dan Clang also began his work with the Jr. 

High and High School youth during this period of expansion.  Sean Smith was 

later called to continue the youth ministry. 

 

Funds were raised to complete the entire education building without accumulating 

any additional debt.  This building provides six functional classrooms for the use 

of the church and school.  The school continued to grow, adding lower elementary 

grades.  The school director at this time was Kathy Rogers (1980-1989).  She was 

followed by Joan Stone (1989-1990).  Kay Radenz, (now Kay Monteith) was 

principal during the heaviest growth period for the school (1990-1998).  Don 

Clucas served as principal for two years (1998-2000), and Barbara Williams has 

held the post since then. 

 

The AWANA program, which is now such a vital part of our church family’s life, 

was begun in the spring of 1987.   It was begun under the leadership of Marilyn 
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Martin.  Other AWANA Commanders during the years were Mickey Martin, 

Cheryl Mercurio, Sue Cuzynski, John and Kristi Painter, and Mike and Lisa Sisk. 

 

Faith Chapel, a small church pastored by Jim Thomas merged with our 

congregation about 1987.   Some of these same people eventually formed a church 

plant nearby which is still meeting in the small historical Etiwanda church 

building.   It is known as the Etiwanda Brethren In Christ Church.  Pastor Thomas 

and his wife Cathy are still the pastoral couple there.  Some of the members of this 

group stayed to build Alta Loma Brethren In Christ.  These include the Dave 

Queen family and the Ron Thomas family. 

 

Attention was turned to the much-needed sanctuary.  Under the dedicated direction 

of John Kershaw, Les Taylor, and the other members of the building committee, a 

beautiful, functional sanctuary building was planned and finally built.  The 

contractor for the project was Matlock & Associates.  It seats more than 500 

worshippers and provides office space, nursery, toddlers room, mother’s room, and 

several multi-use classrooms.  The facility was lovingly equipped by the sacrificial 

gifts, large and small, of the congregation.  It was dedicated in October 1990, and 

it stands today as a testimony to the goodness and faithfulness of the Lord, and to 

the faith of His congregation here. 

 

Rick Givens became Minister of Music in October of 1990.  He provided the 

church with musical leadership and direction for the next two and one half years. 

 

In May of 1991 Pastor Hempy felt called to the Manor Church in Lancaster 

County, Pennsylvania.  Dave Holmquist served as interim pastor and the church 

did an admirable job of maintaining its testimony while they went through the 

process of choosing a new Pastor. 

 

In September, 1991 Ron and Barbara Graff were installed as the new pastoral 

couple.  Mark Hallen and his wife Marla were called to minister to our youth in 
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March of 1992.  The school continued to be blessed by the Lord.  It was decided to 

add grades 4 through 6 to complete the elementary curriculum.  The Elementary 

portion of the school was named Alta Loma Christian School. 

 

Gordon and Eunice Engle retired on December 31, 1992.  The church spent 

approximately one year searching for a new Associate Pastor.  Mike and Becky 

Duncan were installed in early 1993 and helped to build the young families of the 

church for about a year and a half.  Ray and Mary Bailey served on the pastoral 

staff for several years while Ray did his studies at the Haggard School of Theology 

(at APU).  They were especially knowledgeable about Brethren In Christ history 

and practices. 

 

Clark Howell started a Worship Team in March of 1993, and Arlene Fortney 

began the choir that we all appreciate so much today.  A balanced music program 

and an emphasis on worship has contributed much to the growth of the church in 

recent years.  Pomona First Federal donated a bank building to the growing school.  

It was moved from 19th and Carnelian to its present location just north of the 

educational building, and was dedicated in September 1993. 

 

Monette Groff and Anne Nelson began team teaching a Ladies’ Bible Study on 

Thursday mornings in 1993.  This class has maintained its popularity year after 

year.  One of their early studies was “Experiencing God,” which has become a 

standard course for the entire church.   

 

Larry Mitchell led our youth for a few months in 1994.  Dave Morgan became 

Youth Pastor during the summer of 1994 and served in that capacity for two years. 

 

Strong spiritual currents began to affect our congregation in 1994.  There was a 

renewed interest in prayer, both in public events, such as the National Day of 

Prayer, and in the gradual growth of faithful weekly prayer groups.  We are 

conscious of our need to be a praying people, and to make the church a house of 
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prayer.  Wednesday morning prayer, Saturday morning prayer, monthly watch-

nights, and a small prayer team during each of our Sunday morning services, are 

all opportunities for people to become involved in this great partnership with the 

Lord.  In addition, many people committed their homes or places of work as 

“Lighthouses of Prayer.” 

 

Growth Groups, which had long been an important facet of our church’s corporate 

life, were emphasized more.  Ron Thomas, who had become part of the church’s 

pastoral staff, helped with the formation of a number of new groups.  Annual 

meetings of Promise Keepers became a vital part of our men’s ministries. 

 

A large modular building was installed in September of 1994.  The church had its 

first Family camp at the end of that month.  A monthly gathering of “Newcomers” 

and a number of “Old-timers” was instituted at the Graff’s home.  Pastor Ron 

wrote the booklet “Hearth and Home” as a Christmas gift to each family at the end 

of 1994.  In it, the church is portrayed as a growing spiritual family, providing for 

the needs of its people, and reaching out to help its neighbors. 

 

In May 1995 the church took another step of faith by developing a plan for 

spiritual growth and financial responsibility.  The concept was called “Growing 

Families/ Growing Faith.”  During a special banquet at Harvey Mudd College, Ed 

Rickman, from the General Conference of Brethren In Christ Churches challenged 

the congregation to keep moving forward in faith. 

 

At the end of March 1996, the church celebrated the 100th birthday of Charles 

Engle. It was a time of inspiration for everyone who was present.  Charles and 

Kathryn had been missionaries to India (And Africa, in Kathryn’s case).  Dr. 

Virginia Kauffman blesses our congregation, having served as a medical 

missionary to Zimbabwe (when it was called Rhodesia). 
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Additional modular buildings were installed to facilitate the growth of the church 

and the school.  One building was placed in 1994, and two others in 1996.  We 

have had some major improvement campaigns, like the one during the summer of 

1997 when we raised approximately $40,000 to take care of upgrading and 

modernizing existing buildings. 

 

The church went on line in 1996 with the introduction of a church website.  The 

site is now maintained by Susan Pearson. 

 

Pastor Ron wrote an electronic book in 1996 called Prophecy Puzzle, and followed 

it up by hosting a prophecy conference in 1997 which included some outstanding 

speakers such as Tim LaHaye, David Hocking, Gary Kah, Lambert Dolphin, and 

many others.  He also started a prophecy study website, called “Prophecy Central” 

which has had well over a million visitors! 

 

Plays and musicals have added a special touch to the church’s program each year, 

especially at Christmas.  In addition to our own drama ministry, we have had 

children’s plays, and a variety of outside group presentations over the years. 

 

Many exciting Christian artists were brought to the church for outreach concerts 

during these years.  The sanctuary proved to be an ideal place to gather a large 

crowd for these musical events.  Some of the artists who were featured were Al 

Denson, John Schlitt of Petra, Darrell Mansfield, Crystal Lewis, Jon Gibson, Gina 

Foglio, Tom Shumate, Bob Ayala, David Ruiz, and more recently, Dennis 

Agajanian, Electric Groove and ATS.  We also hosted big classical Christian 

groups from Azusa Pacific University and other institutions. 

 

The Lord also raised up several outstanding recording musicians from our church 

family, including Karen Carson, Danielle Price, Fred Bettge, Arlene Fortney, and, 

of Course, our own Worship Team, led by Peter Plumeri and Clark Howell! 
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We have been blessed with dedicated behind-the scene leaders, like Landry 

Carpenter and his Audio-Visual team, Godly caretakers: Ron and Lydia 

Swearingen, outstanding boards and committees, and a very efficient and loyal 

office staff.  These dear people are the backbone of the church. 

 

In 1997 the church called Jason and Kelly Smith to serve our young people.  They 

concentrated on the high school group for approximately two years, and then 

“graduated” with them to begin a ministry to Young Adults.  Joel Nunnally came 

in at that point, in 1999, to teach the high school group.  Jr. High has been under 

the able leadership of Nancy Osborne, and has been a part of the AWANA 

program. 

 

Although we had always had Missions Conferences, they took on a new dimension 

in 1999, under the leadership of Otto Solarzano.  Since that time we have included 

faith promises for “over and above” missions giving for various people and 

projects.  Each year we have exceeded our goal, and our total missions giving, 

between the church budget and these faith promises, exceeds 15% of our giving!   

 

In addition to our involvement with the Etiwanda Church plant, and help for Elias 

and Fadzai Moyo, who are now missionaries in London, we have seen many others 

go out to serve the Lord.  Jeremy Meister, who was a Jr. High student when he 

attended here, is now a well-known youth evangelist with Teen Mania.  Ron and 

Gay Thomas have done a great job in building up the Mt. Baldy Community 

Church, Frank and Karin Nolton are faithfully serving the Lord in Michigan, and 

Chuck and Narisa Williams are missionaries to Thailand.  Numerous leaders from 

our church family are now helping in other churches where they have moved over 

the years.  We were involved in the church plant effort with Gracepoint in 

Montclair.  Brett Hempy was pastor for that group, which is dormant at this time, 

but may start up again. 
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The Lord has also brought key missionary personnel to us!  Tim and Sharon 

Maxwell represent Mission Aviation Fellowship, Paul and Jane Overholt were 

career missionaries with Youth For Christ in Brazil for 40 years, and Moses 

Jesudass is currently re-tooling a ministry to Muslims in India.  His wife, Nancy, 

heads up our prayer ministries here at the church, and is an influence for prayer to 

many other churches as well.  Bob and Maureen Versaput manage the work of 

Pacific Lifeline, a shelter for women and children in Upland.  Some of our 

outstanding businessmen and women also serve on various missions boards. 

 

Many of our young people have gone out on missions trips, and one of them, Lori 

Dunning, has now served the Lord on four continents! 

 

Other special ministries have been started by people who have obeyed the Lord in 

recent years.  Some of them are Golden Keys, Bell Choir, Quartet, Special Music 

Groups, Kid’s Choirs, Puppet Ministries, Mudpies and Lullabies, Cappuccino Cart, 

New Library, a small Christian Bookstore, and a Van Ministry. 

 

The Lord has continued to send a steady flow of interested visitors and many 

qualified teachers and musicians to serve Him here. 

 

Attendance has continued to grow.  Our average is approaching 500, and 

approximately 200 people are currently serving the Lord in various ways through 

the ministries of the church.  Many are giving their hearts to the Lord and entering 

the Family of God.  How grateful we are that the Lord Himself is building His 

church! 
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Keeping The Momentum 

There is one more section to add to our history.  The following principles have 

been guidelines for us during the past six years, and we would like to see them 

maintained.  We perceive that The Lord has designed us to be a family church and 

an education church.  Here are excerpts from our earlier book Hearth and Home on 

these subjects. 

 

The Church as a Family 

The Biblical Basis 

The Bible illustrates the church in a number of ways.  Some of these are a building 

upon the sure foundation of Christ, a body whose head is Christ, and a marriage in 

which the church is the bride and Jesus is the groom.  There is another picture of 

the church, which is seen from one end of the New Testament to the other.  

According to this view, the church is seen as a family. 

 

Birth, adoption and heirship  “Welcome to the family of God!”  Perhaps you 

were greeted like this when you first became a child of God.  You may have 

responded to the invitation at a gigantic crusade in a stadium, or went forward at 

the end of a concert.  Maybe it happened in the setting of a growth group at a 

friend’s home, or one-on-one with someone you trust right at your kitchen table.  

People accept Christ as Savior in family devotions, summer camps, VBS, and a 

thousand other settings. 

 

Whenever it was that you opened your heart to Christ, and asked Him to become 

your personal Savior and Lord, you entered into the family of God.  John 1:12 

says, “But as many as received Him [Jesus], to them He gave the right to become 

children of God, even to those who believe in His name.”  According to John 3:3, 

when a person does this he is “born again.”  This means he is made spiritually 

alive.  “If any man is in Christ he has become a new creature; behold all things 

have become new.”3 

                                                           
3 New creature in Christ: II Corinthians 5:17 
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This has nothing to do with your physical birth.  You may be young or old, single 

or married, even completely alone in this world, but as soon as you accept Jesus 

Christ as Savior you suddenly belong to a worldwide family. 

 

The idea of a spiritual family is one of the major themes of the Bible with God 

Himself being seen as a loving Father,4 other Christians being sisters and brothers,5 

Jesus being our Perfect Brother,6 and those whom we introduce to Christ being like 

our spiritual children.7  Jesus emphasized the importance of this spiritual family in 

Matthew 12:46-50 

While He was still speaking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and 

brothers were standing outside, seeking to speak to Him.  And someone 

said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside 

seeking to speak to You.”  But He answered the one who was telling Him 

and said, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?”  And stretching 

out His hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold, My mother and my 

brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is 

My brother and sister and mother.” 

 

The head of the family is God the Father.  God is Father, not only because of 

creation8, but because of the new birth we experience when we receive Christ as 

savior9, and because of His adoption by which we are made heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Jesus Christ.10  Because of this we are allowed to call Him “Dad” or 

“Papa.”11  That is why Jesus taught us to pray to Him as “Our Father.”12 

                                                           
4 Father: Matthew 6:9,14,18,26,32; 7:11; John 1:12; Romans 8:14-17 
5 Sisters and Brothers: Matthew 12:46-50; Acts 9:17; Romans 16:1,17; Galatians 1:2; Ephesians 6:23; I 
Thessalonians 4:9; I John 3:13-17 
6 Jesus our Older Brother: John 3:16; 8:54; Acts 9:20; Romans 8:3 
7 Spiritual children: II Timothy 1:2; 2:1; Philemon 10; I John 2:1, 18; III John 4 
8 Jesus said about those who did not believe in Him, but who claimed that God was their father, that they 
were of their father the devil! (John 8:44) 
9 New birth: John 1:12; John 3:3-8; II Corinthians 5:17; I Peter 1:23 
10 Heirs and joint heirs with Christ: Romans 8:12-17 
11 Romans 8:15 - “Abba” = ”Papa”, or “Daddy.” 
12 The Lord’s Prayer: Matthew 6:9ff. 
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 Our Father God is love, and because He loves us so much, He only wants 

the best for us.13  He is constantly at work around us and within us14 and He 

desires to allow us to be involved with Him in His work15. 

 As our Father, He also provides for us and protects us.16 

 

Other Christians are our relatives.  Christians often feel closer ties to their 

spiritual family then they do to their natural families.  We have already seen that 

Jesus considered believers His family.  All through the Epistles Christians 

considered one another brothers and sisters.  Since all true Christians are part of 

this extended family, these relationships can be very complicated.  It helps if we 

think about other believers as we would the members of our natural families.  In 

the immediate family we have other brothers and sisters: some of them older, some 

younger.  We tend to look up to our older siblings, and will feel a sense of 

responsibility for helping raise the younger ones.  In the extended family we have 

distant cousins, single aunts and uncles, generous grandparents, grouchy great-

uncles, and so on.  We have some relatives who are rich and famous, some who are 

great role models, and some who have achieved much in life.  Some of our kinfolk 

are needy: some suffering serious illnesses, others out of work, and some homeless 

and hungry.  To be honest, we even have some skeletons in the closet too.  Our 

family includes prodigal sons; people who are emotionally disturbed, and some 

who are in jail. 

 

How do we relate to this bewildering network of relatives?  There is an answer.  

No one can personally care for all the needs of their extended family.  Even the 

early church faced this problem.17  But each person can be part of a smaller, more 

intimate family circle. 

                                                           
13 God is love: I John 4:8; James 1:17 
14 God is at work: John 15:17 
15 This concept, and the important matter of knowing God’s will, is the subject of Experiencing God: 
Knowing and Doing The Will of God, by Henry T. Blackaby & Claude V. King.  We recommend the study 
of this course by all believers.  It is best to do this study in the context of a Growth Group that will commit 
to do it together. 
16 God provides and protects: Philippians 4:6,19; II Corinthians 9:8; John 10:28-29; I Corinthians 10:13 
17 Deacons appointed to care for widows: Acts 6:1-6 



Page 24 

 

Our small group becomes our immediate family.  We have many Growth 

Groups and Care Circles in our congregation.  These groups are like our immediate 

family in many ways.  One or more people in each group takes some responsibility 

for getting the family together on a regular basis and provides “food” (God’s 

Word).  When the group convenes it is usually in a comfortable setting, often in a 

home.  The participants in the group talk with each other and get to know one 

another’s personalities, capabilities, and eventually, their needs.  They often eat 

together, and may even go places as a group.  Most important of all, they pray 

together. 

 

Our spiritual families, like our natural families, are not perfect.  In fact, all of us 

have ups and downs.  But when one is up, perhaps sharing with the group 

something wonderful that the Lord has done, may encourage those who are down.  

Next week or next month the ones who are doing great now may be the ones who 

need encouragement.  There are some who are so needy that they must be given 

special help from outside the group.  This is like a normal family situation when a 

family member needs to go to the hospital or see a counselor. 

 

Every Christian needs to “belong” to a group that functions as his or her immediate 

spiritual family.  Some people are very busy working in the church or some 

worthwhile ministry, but are actually lonely and unfulfilled.  They are like 

workaholics who neglect their families until they need them and suddenly realize 

that their neglected family is too weak to help them in their hour of need. 

 

Study groups, boards and committees, and even social or special interest groups 

can serve as Growth Groups are long as they include certain basic elements, 

similar to the elements of a functional family.  These include unity, purpose, 

fellowship, communication (including prayer), love, respect, and the assurance that 

shared feelings will be kept in confidence. 
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Those we lead to Christ are like our children.  There is no greater joy than to 

have children, whether in the natural family or in our spiritual family setting.  

When we have personally helped someone find Christ, perhaps by sharing the 

“Four Spiritual Laws,” or taking him or her to an evangelistic event, it will usually 

be our privilege, and even our responsibility, to help them get started in their new 

life as a Christian.  Our relationship with them is similar to that of a parent.  God is 

Father to each new Christian, but in a sense, we too care for their needs.  Paul 

called Timothy and Onesimus his sons.18  John also referred to new believers as his 

children.19 

 

This means sharing basic information with them, encouraging them to read the 

Bible daily, pray, be baptized, share their testimony with others, and get involved 

in the basic process of discipleship.  We will normally take them with us to church 

services, and maybe even our Growth Group.  We will introduce them to others 

and pray for them as they grow in the Lord. 

 

Emphases: 

 Marriages: The Strength of the Family 

 Children: The Heart of the Family 

 Youth: The Maturing of the Family 

 Adults: The Needs of the Family 

 Seniors: The Treasure of the Family 

 

Family Practices 

 

Doesn’t it help to use the imagery of the ideal family to describe what the Lord is 

doing with us?  It is more important to grasp this concept than to project numerical 

goals, detailed building plans and methodologies for the next fifty years.20  Goal 

setting has its place, but the more important thing is seeing ourselves as the Lord 

                                                           
18 Timothy’s spiritual sons:  II Timothy 1:2, 2:1 
19 John’s spiritual children: III John 4 
20 The churches in the Bible didn’t do this.  They just followed the Lord’s leading and they grew! 
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sees us, and becoming what He wants us to be.  Then what He does with us will far 

exceed any plan that we could have devised. 

 

Let’s continue this way of thinking as we consider the family practices of the 

church. 

 

The Homestead 

A family needs a home to call its own.  New Testament churches met in the homes 

of its members.21  Of course they also met in open fields and marketplaces.  The 

important thing is that they had no “church buildings.”  Yet today, when many 

people speak of “the church” it is the building and property that they mean.  The 

church is the invisible body of Christ, composed of all believers22, and it is the 

local assembly of believers in a certain town or area.23 

 

Our church meets both in homes and in our excellent building complex.  Together 

all of these buildings represent an extremely valuable resource.  What we usually 

call “the church”, our land and buildings is worth more than $3 million.  But when 

we add all of the homes of our people, the investment skyrockets into multiplied 

millions of dollars!  There are many ways we can use our homes for the glory of 

God: hosting Growth Groups, youth functions, social events and prayer meeting, 

sharing the Gospel with neighbors, inviting newcomers in for refreshments, 

meeting with ministry partners for planning, calling absentees in the evening, 

sharing meals, and many other uses. 

 

The Family Table 

We have already alluded to it, but the dinner table deserves some special attention.  

A good family tries to have some of its meals together.  It is more and more 

difficult to do so in our fragmented lifestyles, but all agree it is a good idea.  The 

                                                           
21 Early church met in homes: Acts 18:7; 20:7-12; Romans 16:5 
22 The church is the body of Christ: Matthew 16:18; I Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians 
1:18 
23 The local church of a certain area: I Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:2; I Thessalonians 1:1; Revelation 2:1ff 
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same is true of the church family.  One of the most accurate ways of gauging your 

“good friends” is to list those with whom you have eaten.  This is true of restaurant 

meals as well, but especially true of times spent together in one another’s’ homes 

around the dinner table.  Christian hospitality is nearly a lost art in our too-busy 

society.  But creative people can find ways to carve out opportunities to eat 

together like the early church did.24  If nothing else, we can buy pizzas on the way 

home and invite Christian friends in to eat together.  We can plan meals together 

before our Care Circle or board meeting.  And nearly everyone can arrange to have 

a meal out or at home after Sunday Worship Services with others once in a while.  

Pot-luck, picnics, and other group meals arranged for the whole church will also 

bring us closer together. 

 

Family Devotions 

The Family Altar is another practice that is hindered by our fractured schedules.  

But many Christian families keep trying until they find some way of regularly 

reading God’s Word together and praying with one another. 

 

Worship is undoubtedly one of the most important aspects of our Christian 

experience.  Worship literally means “worth-ship.”  The idea is to ascribe to God 

praise and glory and thanksgiving for who He is and what He does.  The most 

meaningful worship is often done in private, but the discipline of “family 

devotions” helps us stop and focus on what is important.  And in the process, we 

encourage others to do the same. 

 

The church family also has its corporate worship.  When Care Circles or other 

Growth Groups come together, especially when they pray or sing praises to the 

Lord, they help one another get into the spirit of worship.  On Sundays, when our 

extended family all comes together, we celebrate and praise the Lord with even 

greater ease as we all join our voices together in song and blend our hearts together 

in prayer and study of God’s Word. 

                                                           
24 Early church meals: Acts 2:42,26; I Corinthians 11:33 
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Family Outings 

A happy family often goes places together.  It may be Disneyland, a vacation, or 

just an afternoon in the park.  They love being together; talking, laughing, and 

enjoying recreation or excitement together.  In the same way, an intimate unit of 

our church family, such as our Growth Group will occasionally want to do 

something together as a group.  Then too, there are gatherings of the larger 

spiritual family: An all-church picnic, an anniversary dinner.  These are like family 

reunions. 

 

Respect and Discipline 

Respect is a necessary ingredient of a healthy family.  All family members need to 

respect one another.  But there is a special need to respect one’s parents25.  The 

problem in many of today’s families is that it is hard for children to respect parents 

who do not know the Lord or act in wise and loving ways.  In our spiritual family, 

the object of our respect is our Heavenly Father, and He is always worthy our 

honor.  Unfortunately, we do not always show respect to Him by doing what He 

expects of us.  Like the wisest of human fathers, He disciplines those whom He 

loves. 

And you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons,  

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord.  Nor faint when you 

are reproved by Him; For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines,  And He 

scourges every son whom he receives.” 

-Hebrews 12:5-6 

 

How do we handle our disappointments with family members who have let us 

down?  In a healthy natural family we try to take one another’s personality, 

maturity, and even weaknesses into consideration, without making excuses for 

their failures.  Shouldn’t we be just as patient with one another in our spiritual 

family?  However, there are times when our relatives have failed or offended us 

                                                           
25 The Fifth Commandment: Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 6:1-3 
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and we feel obligated by love to tell them how we feel.  If they respond correctly, 

we have helped them grow.  If not, we still try to keep a door open for future 

understanding and spiritual progress. 

 

In severe cases, where a rebellious person is confronted with his or her mistakes,26 

and still insists on doing the wrong thing, the spiritual family has the obligation not 

to fellowship with that person until he or she admits the wrong and turns back to 

the Father.27  This needs to be done in love and with a desire to restore the 

person.28 

 When a family member’s mistakes are not so severe, we should do as we 

would in our natural family: 

Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you  who are spiritual, 

restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest 

you too be tempted.  Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfill  the law 

of Christ.29 

 

Family Finances 

There are even comparisons between how a healthy natural family handles its 

budget and the way the spiritual family deals with its finances.  For one thing, if a 

family has a financial need, they usually let all the mature members of the family 

know about it.  Each one can and should do his or her part to economize: watch the 

lights, temperature, etc.  It is also understood in a family that all who have a job 

should share in the costs of the family enterprise.  Most wise parents teach their 

children that saving is good: debt is bad.  The Bible says “Owe nothing to anyone 

except to love one another.”30  This is often interpreted to mean not to use credit 

for anything that has depreciating value because then you might not be able to 

repay what is owed.  Some church families have taken this in the most literal 

fashion, and have found that the Lord will provide the full amount needed before 

                                                           
26 Church discipline: Matthew 18:15-17 
27 Example of church discipline: I Corinthians 5 - See apparent result in II Corinthians 1:5-11 
28 Love in discipline: Ephesians 4:25-27; Galatians 6:1-2 
29 Restore your brother: Galatians 6:1-2 
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any expenditure is made.  We will just have to be sure we know what He is 

guiding us to do in all our future financial transactions. 

 

Education is the key in this area.  When wise parents successfully teach their 

children the facts about compound interest, their kids usually grow up hating the 

idea of having debts.  They grow up excited about gaining interest on their savings. 

When parents teach them the spiritual principle of giving to the Lord first, a 

portion of what is His;31 they learn the joy of obedience and of reaping the 

promised blessings.32 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My 

house, and test Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open 

for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it 

overflows.” 

Malachi 3:10 

 

Leaders of the church family need to teach and model Biblical giving.  It is a 

matter of spiritual growth.  As we all continue to mature in the Lord, our financial 

needs will be met. 

 

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he 

who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully.  Let each one do just as he 

has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God 

loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 

that always having sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance 

for every good dead.  -II Corinthians 9:6-8 

 

 

Guests (Visitors) 

                                                                                                                                                                             
30 Owe nothing: Romans 13:8 
31 Actually, all we have is God’s.  He allows us to administer it as His stewards.  Psalm 50:10-15 
32 Blessings for the giver: Malachi 3:8-12; Luke 6:38 
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In a healthy, happy home, it is normal to have frequent visitors.  Every member of 

the family has outside friends whom they may invite to visit for a while. 

 

Visitors may feel awkward at first, not knowing the names of all the members of 

the family, finding themselves in new surroundings and different customs.  These 

guests, or visitors, are soon made to feel at home by the kind words and attention 

shown to them, and by being introduced to others in the home who also show a 

sincere interest in them. 

 

Visitors in our homes are free to go whenever they wish.  We would never think of 

trying to force them to do anything with our family until they felt comfortable 

doing so. 

 

The same courtesies need to be extended to visitors to the Lord’s house by those 

who are of the household of faith.  We should go out of our way to introduce 

ourselves to them, to show them around, introduce them to others, and have a 

genuine interest in them. 

 

We need to make our visitors feel welcome to stay for just a while, making it clear 

that we would love to have them join in completely with all the spiritual family is 

doing.  But visitors need to have their freedom too.  They should not feel pushed 

into premature commitments and relationships.  They can be easily overwhelmed 

by our expectations of them.  While they are drawn to the deep family spirit we 

seek to have, they may also feel that they could never be that close or that 

involved.  We simply must give them time. 

 

As soon as possible, we must be especially sure to introduce our guests to the most 

illustrious member of our family - - Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
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Neighbors 

We all have neighbors.  In our age of nearly impossible schedules we hardly see 

our own children, let alone our neighbors.  But they’re out there, chasing the “good 

life” just like we are.  We cross paths occasionally; they are coming: we’re going.  

This is not the way it is supposed to be. 

 

From the standpoint of a family, neighbors are outsiders.  They may seem as 

unreal to us as the people in the television set that we can turn off with our remote 

control buttons.  We don’t bother them.  They’d better not bother us.  Right? 

 

Well, wrong, actually.  Jesus gave the Parable of the Good Samaritan in answer to 

the age-old question, “Who is my neighbor?”33  Among the lessons to be learned 

from that story is the fact that God really does expect us to take the time out to 

meet and even help the nearby person in need.  He really does want us to spend 

some of our precious money to enable that crippled person to have the chance for a 

new life.  And He really wants us to do all of this even if we discover that the 

injured neighbor is a person of another culture or ethnic origin. 

 

So how can we include our neighbors in our agenda?  Aren’t we afraid that if we 

go knocking on their doors we won’t know what excuse to give for such 

outrageous behavior?  What could we say? “Hi, I’ve decided you need a friend?”  

No. Maybe, “Do you want to borrow my rake?” 

 

It just seems odd to go meet neighbors these days.  This is where your family can 

really help.  You go as their representative, and say, “Hello, I’m Jimmy’s mother.  

Jimmy and your son, Tom are playing baseball together”.  She will invite you in.  

You can talk about the kids.  Easy! 

 

The fact that we have a spiritual family can also help us reach out to our neighbors.  

You could say, “The guys at my church are having a big barbecue next month.  Joe 

                                                           
33 Good Samaritan: Luke 10:29-37 
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Jackson, who played for the Minnesota Vikings is going to tell us what it’s like to 

play professional football.  I just wanted to invite you to be my guest if you’d be 

interested.”  At other times you can substitute “boutique” or “concert” for 

“barbecue.”  One of the main reasons we have these special events is to provide 

you with an opportunity to invite friends and neighbors. 

 

Starting New Families 

In our natural families it is fascinating to watch the development of relationships.  

In the spiritual family these special friendships grow out of our ministry 

involvement.  The Apostle Paul taught that each Christian is to be equipped for the 

work of ministry.  It is not just the leaders of a church, but all the saints who have 

this privilege.34  For some this means teaching children, for others it will mean 

working with teen-agers, leading in worship, participating in a team that visits 

prisoners once each month, or any of hundreds of other possibilities.  In whatever 

ministry a person is involved; he or she will usually become close friends with 

others in that work. 

 

Sometimes the ministry God wants a person to do is something the church is not 

already doing at all.  Those who feel a strong desire to begin a new outreach or 

ministry should pray diligently about it, then discuss it with someone on the 

pastoral staff.  They should look for others with a similar desire and begin to pray 

about it with them.  The pastoral staff should endorse the work.  As the Lord 

blesses it and growth continues, partial support may be provided by action of the 

Church Board.  This support can be increased as the effectiveness of the ministry 

and the demands on its leadership increases.  In this way future pastoral staff 

positions may be developed. 

 

Another vital and natural result of spiritual growth will be the eventual planting of 

new “daughter” churches in other communities.  As ministry skills are developed 

and opportunities present themselves, the church family may sense that the Lord is 

                                                           
34 Equipping the Saints for the work of ministry: Ephesians 4:11-12 
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leading them to begin mission or branch churches.  A great deal of prayer and 

planning will normally precede such new ventures.  These occasions will be the 

cause of great rejoicing, just like the marriage of a child and the formation of new 

family units.  Temporary support of a “daughter church” may be part of the 

arrangement until the new “household” becomes firmly established. 

 

 

The Church as an Educational Institution 

Baptism 

After a person has believed in Christ and has received Him as Savior, that person 

should make a public confession of his or her faith.  Romans 10:9-10 says, “That if 

you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, 

resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”  

The way the early church made their public confession was to be baptized.  In fact, 

on the Day of Pentecost, known as the birthday of The Church, when Peter 

preached his first sermon, 3000 people accepted Christ and were immediately 

baptized.35  The Disciples began to fulfill Jesus’ “Great Commission,” to “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”36  This immersion is an outward sign to 

the world of what has happened to us in the invisible realm: we were identified 

with Christ in His death since He died for us, and with His resurrection since we 

were given new life in Him.37 

 

Discipleship 

A new Christian needs to be tutored by an older believer to help him or her 

understand and begin to practice the “first steps” of Christian living.  These 

include basic instruction on the importance of prayer, Bible study, baptism, 

                                                           
35 First 3000 baptized: Acts 2:41 
36 The Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8 
37 Baptism: Romans 6:3-11 
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witnessing, faithful attendance at worship services, and involvement with others, 

especially in a Growth Group. 

 

An excellent next phase of discipleship would be to participate in a group study of 

the course, “Experiencing God,” by Henry Blackaby and Claude King.  In this 

thirteen-week study the growing believer will do serious devotional study day by 

day on the subject of Knowing and Doing the Will of God.  Then they will gather 

with others who are doing the same thing, and discuss their progress in 

experiencing God for themselves. 

 

Growth Groups 

Growth Groups are extremely important to a growing church.  Participation in one 

of these groups is the best way to enjoy the necessary closeness that we all need 

and expect from our church family.  The small group is the “immediate family” 

aspect of our spiritual family.  There are many types of Growth Groups.  Here are 

some of them and the benefits they provide: 

Career - sharing, improvement, stimulation 

Care Circles - closeness, accountability, encouragement 

Family - closeness, accountability, encouragement 

Fellowship - friendship, activities, acceptance 

Leadership - decision making, discipline 

Ministry - outreach, service 

Prayer - worship, intercession 

Recovery - deliverance, understanding, advice, direction 

Special Interest - sharing, improvement, stimulation 

Study - challenge, stimulation, feedback 

Support - encouragement, accountability, direction 

 

Most groups will have the following elements, though they may be modified to fit 

the particular type of group: Prayer, fellowship, nurture, discussion, 

encouragement, and evangelism. 
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Leaders of groups will basically be shepherds, or pastors, to their small flocks.  

Training for leaders will be an ongoing process. 

 

School Children: Our church enjoys the special privilege of training hundreds of 

children from our community every day at our Alta Loma Christian School for 

kindergarten through 8th grade.  Almost from the beginning of our church’s history 

the school has made an important contribution to our community and has assisted 

the church in our development.  While many people who attend other churches 

send their children to the school, there are also many who have no church home.  

We therefore have a special responsibility to these children and to their parents.  

We are not only to prepare the children academically, but also to know Jesus 

Christ personally, and to minister to their families. 
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Part 2 

The Freeway: 

Pursuing The Lord Into The Future 

The Next 25 Years 

 

When the Lord placed us on a highway, it was a great gift that came with a great 

responsibility.  We are where He put us in order to be a witness for Him!  

Countless people have passed this church building during the past twenty years, 

and every time they saw the Cross, or a sign about an event coming up, it was an 

opportunity for The Holy Spirit to speak to their minds about their souls. 

 

Now the Lord has placed us on a freeway.  It is not a change of direction, but an 

acceleration of the pace.  It is the continuation of what we have already been 

doing, but with even greater privilege and responsibility.  We will have better 

visibility to the community, and will affect more people’s lives.  We will be 

travelling faster to keep up with the opportunity.  And our influence will be farther 

reaching – many miles up and down the freeway’s path. 

 

In some ways we will be like individuals, all making our way down the busy 

corridor.  We will be in different positions along the way, but we will all be 

traveling in the same direction. 

 

In another way, as a church, we will not be moving along, but we will be like a 

shopping center or a service station at one of the off-ramps, near the interchange of 

major freeways in the fastest growing county in the United States.  It will be an 

exciting challenge for us! 
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Getting Directions 

 

Will we have another twenty-five years? 

Who knows how long it will be before the Lord returns to remove His Church 

from the earth?  The world situation is such that prophecy teachers are sure that 

these are the last days spoken of in the Bible.  Still, we can’t set dates, and the 

Lord could give us another twenty-five years or more to serve Him.  The best way 

to live is to plan for the future as if the Lord’s return is distant, but live each day as 

if He will return today. 

 

Will we grow? 

Numerical growth is not really a worthy goal for a church, but spiritual growth is a 

must.  The truth is, a church is always either growing or shrinking.  How could the 

Lord want the church to shrink when there are so many people who still need to 

hear the Gospel?  Numerical growth is usually the outcome of following the Lord.  

Therefore, we believe that we should, and will grow. 

 

Imagine how surprised the people who built Route 66 would be to see how much 

traffic there is today.  They could hardly have imagined that their two-lane 

highway would someday need more than two freeways to carry its load!  Even 

when the new freeway is built, we are told that there will be congestion, just 

because there are so many people living here, and so many more moving in. 

 

Many of us have watched this area grow.  We stand in awe, but common sense 

tells us that there is much more growth to come.  Only the Lord knows what 

amazing things He has in mind for us. 

 

Let us first consider our Mission and our Vision.  These are unchanged from the 

writing of the earlier book. 
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Our Mission – Purpose Statement 

 

 Most of Our Lord’s revealed will for His church is given in the pages of 

His Word.  We can be sure that all of the general instruction in the Bible applies to 

our congregation.  In a broad sense, Biblical teaching shows us that the Church is 

to be involved in evangelism38, discipleship39, worship40, and fellowship.41  

Therefore, most churches that have adopted a purpose or mission statement have 

included these major areas in one way or another. 

 Our own church purpose statement or mission, is expressed in the acrostic, 

“LIFE” as follows: 

 

 Love for a Needy World 

 Instruction from God’s Word 

 Fulfillment through true Worship 

 Encouragement of one another to good Works. 

 

 This purpose statement is our own – developed by our own church to help 

us remember these four major purposes of the church.  It states the general purpose 

of The Church as a whole, and as such, is similar in content to the mission 

statements of most other Bible-believing Churches. 

                                                           
38  Evangelism: Acts 1:8; I Peter 3:15 
39  Discipleship: Matthew 28:18-20; II Timothy 2:2 
40  Worship: John 4:24; Revelation 4:10-11 
41  Fellowship: Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 2:46 



Page 40 

 

 

Our Vision – Expanding to Reach our Culture 

 

The vision that a congregation has is a very different thing.  Our vision will be a 

picture of the particular or specific place that our church is meant to fulfill.  Our 

vision is an understanding of how the Lord intends to use our particular 

congregation – at this time in history – in this place in the world – in a unique way 

– a slightly different, or even radically different, way than other churches – even 

other churches in our own neighborhood. 

 Our vision is a mental image of what God wants to do with and through us 

that sets us apart from other churches.  It does not make us better or worse than 

others.  It does make us unique. 

 

We can see how the Lord has already been working in this church for the past 

twenty-five years. For some time now we have sensed that ours is “The Family 

Church,” and in another sense, “The Education Church.” 

 

It seems natural to us to picture a large and impressive church in the future with 

expanded facilities to include a gymnasium, additional facilities  for our Christian 

schools, an impressive network of effective small groups, a fabulous array of 

children’s and youth activities, adjacent retirement center, all the latest high-tech 

equipment, an exciting mix of cultural programs and community services.  Years 

from now we could have our own Christian Information Service, Advanced 

Ministry Training, Cable Television service, and the list goes on.  It is good to plan 

these things “if the Lord wills,”42 but the important thing is to be what He wants us 

to be, then He can do what He wants to do through us.43 

 

 Unless the Lord builds the house They labor in vain who build it; 

                                                           
42 If the Lord wills: James 4:13-16 
43 He can do all things through us: Philippians 4:13 
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 Unless the Lord guards the city, The watchman keeps awake in vain.44 

And, 

 Not by might nor by power, But by My Sprit, says the Lord of hosts.45 

 

                                                           
44 The Lord must build the house: Psalm 127:1 
45 Not by might: Zechariah 4:6 
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THE VISION 

 

Alta Loma Brethren in Christ is a growing spiritual family, providing for the 

needs of its people, and reaching out to help its neighbors. 

It provides new life, shelter, nurture, acceptance, discipline, direction and 

encouragement to all who will receive it, and reaches out to help build strong 

homes, effective schools, a better community, and an effective program of 

missions. 

 

Think about this metaphor of the church as a family, Isn’t this a helpful way of 

expressing what we perceive God to be doing in our midst?  This is not a vision of 

attendance numbers, programs and buildings for the distant future.  These will fall 

in place at the right time.  It is a vision of what we can become in the near future.  

When we do begin to resemble this pattern we will draw others to Christ.  We will 

be light to our part of the world so that “they may see your good works, and glorify 

your Father who is in heaven.”46 

 

Let us first analyze the elements of the statement briefly. 

The first expression to explore is growing spiritual family.  Family is the central 

concept.  In one sense all humans are “family” through Adam and Eve (and again 

through Noah’s family).  Of course, family can mean your “roots” or origins – as 

far back as you can trace it.  And “family” can mean your immediate family: 

parents, sisters and brothers, children, and grandchildren.  Those who belong to 

our church may have come from many other families, but in our present 

configuration, we are all related to one another, and this relationship is a spiritual 

affinity. 

 

A family always tends to grow and expand.  They rarely shrink except in the case 

of war of disasters, such as earthquakes, famines or plaques.  If the church 

functions like a normal healthy family it will naturally continue to grow.  Much of 

                                                           
46 Let your light shine: Matthew 5:14-16 



Page 43 

this growth results in new households being established.  Therefore, our church 

and its offspring should be ever growing and expanding. 

 

Our congregation should see itself in every way as God’s family on earth.  Many 

other churches include a strong emphasis on family, though others have 

downplayed the issues of family unity and family values in an effort to reach the 

growing percentage of the population, which belong to broken or dysfunctional 

families.  We are not suggesting that one approach is better than another.  The 

Lord gives different churches different jobs to do, therefore, each church may have 

a different vision focus.  The important thing is to be sure it is what God wants 

them to do. 

 

Seeing the church as a family is not exactly a new thought, but it helps us to 

honestly examine how well we are achieving this ideal.  Do we really meet the 

needs of those who are struggling?  Are we like close family to those who are 

lonely or bereaved?  Do we stand by our faithful Christian brothers and sister when 

they face the devastation of divorce?  Do we still love our teens and young adults 

even when we don’t understand them?  Do we treat those who are out of work and 

hurting financially the same way we would treat an immediate family member?  

What about those who are sick or unbalanced?  Do we disown those who get in 

trouble? 

 

Providing for the needs of its people – the “people” of a family are usually called 

“family members.”  But we need to avoid that term here since it can be confused 

with church membership.  Membership in the church is good, and it has it’s 

advantages, but not everyone in our spiritual family is a member of the church. 

 

The focus here is the needs of the family.  Some of these basic needs are listed in 

the expanded statement above:  new life, shelter, nurture, acceptance, discipleship, 

direction and encouragement.  If we do not receive these things from our spiritual 

family, we will only get substitutes for what God intends for us to have. 
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Reaching out to help its neighbors – A healthy family will have more than enough 

of the good things they provide.  It is only natural that they should share with their 

neighbors who may be looking to them for answers to life’s difficult questions.  

Our neighbors include those who live near our physical homes, but also those of 

our community, and even some in distant places where the Lord enables us to 

reach. 

 New life expresses the primary purpose of the church, which is evangelism 

or spiritual procreation.47 

 Shelter is an environment of protection, which allows safety and care for 

the tender new life of the newborn Christian, as well as a place of restoration and 

support to family members who are hurt or rejected. 

 Nurture is provision of all that is necessary for growth or recovery.  It is 

feeding: instruction or discipleship, using the “pure milk of the Word”48.  Is 

supplying services that the young or the feeble cannot provide for themselves. 

 Acceptance is a particularly family-oriented concept, acknowledging that 

each member of the group is still loved for who he or she is, regardless of the 

mistakes and misfortunes of life.  It means not condoning sin and foolish behavior, 

but remaining loyal to all family members and standing ready to forgive and 

restore. 

 Discipline is a necessary response of love by those in a family who have 

responsibility for the care and development of others.  Most family members do 

not have a responsibility to discipline directly, but the whole family needs to 

support loving discipline that will result in correction and training for those who 

need it.49 

 Direction comes from the educational environment of the family, teaching 

Biblical precepts and modeling godly living. 

                                                           
47 The Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-49; John 20:21-23; Acts 1:8 
48 Milk of the Word: I Peter 2:2 
49 Church discipline: Matthew 18:15-17; I Corinthians 5 
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 Encouragement is the result of the team effort of a loving family – helping 

one another face the challenges and cope with the disappointment of every day 

life.50 

 To all who will receive it is a reminder that the beneficial influence of the 

church family cannot be imposed on those who choose to leave the fold.  And 

those who do not respond to Biblical discipline will not enjoy the privileges of the 

family union. 

 And reaches out – The family not only cares for its own people, but also 

shows a genuine concern for others, near and far. 

 Helping to build strong homes – Perhaps the first and foremost area of 

influence this distinctly family church will exert is in strengthening of the homes 

of our immediate families, including homes of single people, single parents, and 

mixed families as well as “traditional” families.  It should also seek to improve the 

family life of its community by providing examples of excellence, and by offering 

helpful insight and training in family principles to the public. 

 Effective schools are the second platform of activity for a church 

committed to family ideals.  Such schools are necessary to maintain the emphasis 

on ethical principles and family values.  The influence of the church should be felt 

in public and Christian education on all levels, from pre-school through college, as 

well as in the area of home schooling. 

 A better community is a worthy goal of the effective church.  We might not 

be able to convert the entire community to a godly environment, but at the least we 

can make a positive difference, providing services and influences that lower crime 

rates, assist the needy in the name of Christ, enhance family life and model 

Christian character. 

 An effective program of world missions – Since this is the greatest period 

of opportunity in all of human history for sharing the Gospel with others, a 

significant portion of our attention, activity and giving should be channeled into 

this all-important area. 

                                                           
50 Encouragement: Hebrews 10:24-25 
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 As you can see, the entire vision statement draws on the concept of the 

family.  The Bible says we are a spiritual family, the “household of faith.”51  Our 

response is to apply this well-known metaphor to every aspect of our life together. 

 

                                                           
51 Household of faith: Galatians 6:10 
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Moving Into The Fast Lane 

 

Many special terms are used in the Bible to indicate that we Christians are 

different from the world around us.  Jesus referred to the process of becoming a 

true believer as being “born again.” 52  The Apostle Paul said that if any one is in 

Christ, he is a “new creation.”53  Peter called us a “chosen people,”54 and John 

often referred to the difference between Christians and the “world.”55 

 

The Christian life is one of excitement and adventure.  It is not something to be 

dreaded or endured, but to be enjoyed and experienced.   

 

However, American Christianity is not “turning the world upside down” like the 

early Christians did.56  We have fashioned a comfortable counterfeit of real 

Christianity that lets us feel good about ourselves, our materialistic life style, and 

even our morally bankrupt habits and attitudes.  Like the Church at Laodicea, we 

are “ wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.”  --Revelation 3:17 

 

Polls conducted by The Barna Research Group57, reveal that the attitudes and 

practices of “born again” Christians are practically indistinguishable from those of 

non-Christians.  As an example, the polls indicate that the average Christian 

doesn’t believe that the Bible is always right. 

 

What has happened?  

Little by little, we Christians in America have become too comfortable with the 

things and the ways of the world around us.  Like the proverbial frog in a kettle, 

we have gradually become more and more accustomed to the encroachment of sin 

                                                           
52 John 3:3,5 
53 2 Corinthians 5:17 
54 1 Peter 2:9 – In the King James Version the word is translated “peculiar.” 
55 John 17:14-16; 1 John 2:15-17 
56 Acts 17:6 (KJV) 
57 George Barna and Mark Hatch, Boiling Point, c 2001, Regal Books, Ventura, California 
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around us.  We have compromised, just a little at a time, but in the end, have ended 

up with nearly the same values and life style as those who do not know Christ. 

 

Does it matter?  

We might not realize that this lukewarm spirituality does matter very much to the 

Lord.  Returning to Jesus’ message to the Laodicean Church, which represents the 

apostate church of the last days, 

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either 

one or the other!  So, because you are lukewarm-- neither hot nor cold-- I am 

about to spit you out of my mouth.   

 --Rev 3:15-16 

 

Here are some of the many other passages of Scripture that indicate that we are to 

be different from the world, and thereby, cause others to desire a personal 

relationship with the Lord.  They should be curious enough to ask us what makes 

us different! 

 

"You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and my servant whom I have 

chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. 

Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me.  I, even I, am the 

LORD, and apart from me there is no savior.  I have revealed and saved and 

proclaimed-- I, and not some foreign god among you. You are my witnesses," 

declares the LORD, "that I am God.”  

 – Isaiah 43:10-12 

 

That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 

May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I 

have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 

one:  I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the 

world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

  -- John 17:21-23 
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"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 

made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out 

and trampled by men.  "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot 

be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead 

they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same 

way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 

praise your Father in heaven.   

– Matthew 5:13-16 

 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 

living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of 

worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

 – Romans 12:1-2 

 

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 

But do this with gentleness and respect,  

– 1 Peter 3:15 

 

What Can We Do? 

Since we are not changing the world, we must ask, “Why not?”  And, of course, 

we must then ask, “What can we do?”  First, we must once again embrace 

Christian distinctives and return to “Authentic Christianity.”  Then, and only then 

will the world see a difference in us and be drawn to Christ through us. 

 

 

Return to Authentic Christianity 
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How can we make this great transition, to return to our Biblical roots?  Here are 

some possible steps in that direction. 

 

1- Identify core beliefs and practices that are not well understood or accepted by 

nominal Christians.  Barna lists sixteen “abandoned values” that have fallen by the 

wayside in our generation.58  An honest look at ourselves reveals that our own list 

of jettisoned ideals is similar. 

 

2- Consider the reasonableness of returning to each of these beliefs or practices.  

Engage in preaching and teaching about these things from the pulpit to small group 

discussions.  Eventually we should even develop effective distance education 

courses to help others understand the importance of these core beliefs. 

 

3- Give opportunity for decisions – commitments to these principles. 

 

4- Follow up with measurable evaluation of progress in communicating these 

principles.  Strengthen or revise the process to make it more effective. 

 

5- Celebrate success stories from the congregation that relate to personal victory 

and progress. 

 

A Caution at the Outset 

It is possible that our study of the need to return to the essentials of Authentic 

Christianity could be misunderstood.  The process will cause us to adopt higher 

ideals, and it will undoubtedly stretch our faith and practices.  We must guard 

against thinking, or even giving the impression that we believe, that salvation is 

obtained by good works.   

 

                                                           
58 Barna, ibid., p. 89 
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Emphasis on Grace that produces Godliness 

We need to affirm that salvation is by Grace alone, and that it does not depend 

on our good works.  As you can see from the brief discussion about salvation a 

little later in this book, the Bible does teach that true salvation should result in 

a changed life, a personal testimony of victory over sin, and the exciting 

experience of supernatural power in our lives.  But God takes the initiative in 

salvation, and provides it as a free gift to those who believe that Jesus died in 

our place, and who receive Him as Savior and Lord. 

 

God’s grace powerfully announces that we are loved unconditionally; that we 

are valuable to Him, and are never alone.  Being sure of this empowers us to 

build grace-full relationships, and enables us to offer His grace to a world that 

is largely grace-less. 

 

Resistance to Legalism 

Nothing that is said in the rest of this book should be interpreted to mean that 

we encourage a legalistic view of Christian living.  Our emphasis is not on 

“trying harder” to live up to high Christian standards, but on better 

understanding what we really are as “new creatures in Christ,” and allowing 

The Holy Spirit to empower us to fulfill our purposes in life, and do our part in 

influencing others to come to know Christ by our example. 

 

Unfortunately, it is sometimes the most committed Christians who develop a 

legalistic attitude, especially toward those who do not seem to be as devoted to 

public prayer or other aspects of the Lord’s work.  We want to challenge every 

believer to be radically committed to Christ, but we need to warn folks that 

only the Lord knows what each person is capable of doing.  That is a matter 

between each Christian and his Lord. 
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Core Beliefs That We Need To Strengthen: 

The following list of core beliefs is very brief.  It may serve as an outline for 

farther study together.  As time passes, we may need to modify these points to 

reflect the progress and the needs of our congregation. 

 

Public Confession of Christ followed by Baptism 

This is the starting point of the Christian experience.  It is not enough to be born 

into a Christian home, or even to have read and agreed with the teachings of 

Christ.  One must repent for his sins, and personally accept Christ as Savior and 

Lord.59  This is done by asking Christ to come into one’s life.60 

 

A sincere confession of faith in Christ involves telling others about this decision. 

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart 

that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 

and are saved.  

 – Romans 10:9-10 

 

Next, a believer should be baptized in the name of The Father, The Son, and The 

Holy Spirit.61  This is an act of obedience to Christ, and is testimony to the world 

that we have died with Christ, and have been raised to new life in Him!62  All 

3,000 converts were baptized immediately on the Day of Pentecost, when the Holy 

Spirit was first poured out on the disciples.63  The same pattern was found 

throughout the Book of Acts.  The Ethiopian eunuch was baptized in a little pool 

on the road once he accepted Christ.64  The Philippian jailer and his family all 

accepted Christ and were baptized the same night.65 

                                                           
59 John 1:12; John 3:16 
60 Revelation 3:20 
61 Matthew 28:18-20 
62 Romans 6:1-5 
63 Acts 2:41 
64 Acts 8:38 
65 Acts 16:33 
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Development/ Maintenance of a Personal relationship with the Lord 

True Christianity is not primarily a matter of doing, but of being.  The emphasis 

must be on having a personal connection with the Lord that results in a oneness of 

purpose with Him.  Out of this relationship, good things will flow: holy living, an 

effective testimony to others, a life of victory, even through trials, and the 

discovery and use of spiritual gifts for ministry. 

 

Paul Advised Timothy that there were important things for him to do, but that he 

must first “Be strong in the Lord.”66 

 

This personal relationship with the Lord is developed, first by accepting Him as 

Savior and Lord (see the previous point).  Then we build a friendship with Him by 

spending time with Him, just like you would with a spouse, a child, or a friend.  

This may be done by developing a life of prayer and worship, and by learning 

more about Jesus (see the next three points).  Each of us needs to deliberately 

carve out time to spend alone with the Lord in prayer and Bible reading every 

single day.  There is no substitute for this.  No amount of “going to church,” 

listening to teaching tapes, reading good Christian literature, or even serving the 

Lord, will have the same effect of drawing us closer to Him.  Without this personal 

relationship, everything else we do may seem meaningless to us. 

 

Effective, Fervent Prayer 

 

In James 5:16 we read, ”The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  

Prayer is absolutely the most important factor in a Christian’s life.  There is much 

we can do after we have prayed, but nothing we should do without prayer.  Paul 

said, “Pray continually.”67  Most Christians believe in prayer, but few make it a 

                                                           
66 2 Timothy 2:1-2 
67 1 Thessalonians 5:17 
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vital part of their daily experience.  James wrote, “You do not have, because you 

do not ask God.”68 

 

The Lord has made incredible promises to us about the power of prayer.  Here are 

some of them: 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will 

be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to 

him who knocks, the door will be opened.   

– Matthew 7:7-8 

 

And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to 

the Father.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  

 – John 14:13-1469 

 

The key to these promises is learning to know God’s will, and to ask the things that 

are according to His will.  Prayer is a partnership with God, whereby He actually 

directs our thoughts to pray for the things that please Him, and, of course, He will 

answer those prayers.  How often, do you suppose, the almighty God has waited to 

do some wonderful thing, because we did not sense His will, and pray that it would 

be done? 

 

Psalm 37:4-5 puts it this way, “Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you 

the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will 

do this.” 

 

Do you see the pattern?  Delighting in the Lord is the result of spending time with 

Him in prayer and in Bible reading.  By His Holy Spirit, He then “gives” us desires 

– plants His will in our minds.  We then pray about it (commit your way to the 

Lord), and, finally, He will do it! 

                                                           
68 James 4:2 
69 Also: John 15:16; 16:23-24 
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There are many kinds of prayer that a Christian learns to offer.  Some theologians 

have identified dozens of slightly different kinds of prayer.  But for the purpose of 

this brief discussion, we will name the most obvious kinds.  There is praise and 

thanksgiving, by which we worship the Lord.  We will consider this more in the 

next section.  There is confession of sin, the continual cleansing of our heart from 

evil thoughts and deeds70.   There is supplication, asking God to meet our needs, 

and there is intercession, prayers for the needs of other people.   

 

Part of our prayer life should be done in private, but there is great benefit in 

praying together with other believers.  We offer a variety of scheduled 

opportunities for group prayer at the Church, and it is understood that prayer 

should be a vital part of every other gathering of Christians, including the meetings 

of small groups, boards, and committees.  

 

Prayer is not meant to be a ritual.  Jesus gave a sample prayer in the Sermon on 

The Mount that we have come to call “The Lord’s Prayer.”  It illustrates the basic 

kinds of petition that we should make, but there is no indication in the Bible that it 

was recited in a ritualistic way.  There are many beautiful prayers given in the 

Bible, but none of them should be used in a rote fashion.  Jesus actually prefaced 

the giving of The Lord’s Prayer by saying, “And when you pray, do not keep on 

babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many 

words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask 

him.”71  People who practice some eastern religions adopt a “mantra,” a short 

prayer that they utter over and over.  Biblical prayers should not be used in this 

way. 

 

Jesus said that God’s house should be a “house of prayer.”72  Prayer is more 

important than preaching, teaching, fellowship, or any of the other good things we 

                                                           
70 1 John 1:9; James 5:16 
71 Matthew 6:7-8 
72 Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46 



Page 56 

do together.  It is our most earnest desire that we at Alta Loma Brethren In Christ 

Church will be a people of prayer, and that the church will be, foremost, a house of 

prayer.  If we truly become a praying people, there is no limit to what the Lord 

can, and will, do through us. 

 

A Life of Worship 

Worship is a way of life, in which a person starts the day praising God for His 

greatness, and goes through the day thanking Him for all His goodness and 

provision.  It is that part of our prayer life that glorifies God for who He is, and 

gratefully acknowledges what He does.  It is something that can and should go on 

constantly, sometimes in the background, and sometimes at the forefront of our 

thinking.  It is the normal interaction of our spirit with the Spirit of God.73 

 

Hearing worship music, and singing together as a congregation, enhances our 

worship experience.74  The Lord has given us a natural appreciation of music, and 

it can be used to build up our spiritual strength, or to tear it down.  Consequently, a 

Christian should provide good worship music as part of his or her environment, 

and should fully participate in the singing of worship songs to The Lord when we 

are together. 

 

Discipleship- An Earnest life-long process 

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age."  

– Matt 28:18-20 

 

                                                           
73 John 4:24 
74 Ephesians 5:18-19 
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This is known as the Great Commission.  Jesus had invested three years in the 

personal training of His twelve Disciples.  A disciple is one who learns from 

another one and who follows his teacher.  He had chosen ordinary, mostly 

uneducated people, and had given them all the principles necessary to equip them 

to teach other people.  He taught them by word and by deed. 

 

The Apostle Paul said to Timothy, “And the things you have heard me say in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to 

teach others.”75  In this way, verbal teaching, and modeling of the truth by one’s 

life, true Christianity has been handed down through two thousand years of 

difficult history. 

 

Every effective Christian is a disciple of Jesus Christ; learning all about Him, and 

devoting his life to learning about the Bible. 

 

 

Learning about Christ, His teachings, and His purposes 

 

One could spend his whole life learning everything there is to know about the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and never exhaust the subject.  The amazing thing is, that even when 

a person is a new Christian he or she may know Christ personally, as discussed 

above.  This was the passion of the Apostle Paul’s life. 

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing 

greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 

things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ-- the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of 

sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to 

attain to the resurrection from the dead.   

                                                           
75 2 Timothy 2:2 
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– Philippians 3:8-11 

 

Learning the whole counsel of God’s Word 

For the most part, today’s Christians are not well grounded in the Word of God.  In 

a world that is constantly changing around us, we should remember Jesus’ words, 

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”76 

 

Essentials of Theology 

It is a worthy goal for every Christian to spend his whole life learning more about 

the contents of The Bible, God’s holy Word.  While it is true that we will never 

know all there is to know about it, the Bible is a never-ending source of 

knowledge, comfort, and direction.  

 

Theologians have arranged the basic subjects of the Bible in many ways.  There 

are many major topics that could be studied in a systematic way.  Whole books 

have been written on these sub-divisions of theology: God, The Trinity, God the 

Father, God the Son (Christology), God the Holy Spirit (Pneumatology), Man 

(Anthropology), Sin (Hamartology), Salvation (Soteriology), The Church 

(Ecclesiology), and The Future (Eschalology). 

 

For the purpose of highlighting the essentials of Authentic Christianity, we will 

limit our discussion to just a few important theological issues.  What a person 

believes about these things determines whether or not he accepts true Biblical 

Christianity.  Those who do not share these beliefs may think they are Christians, 

but they are sadly mistaken.  Jesus said, “Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and 

perform many miracles?'  Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away 

from me, you evildoers!'”77 

 

                                                           
76 Matthew 24:35 
77 Matthew 7:23 
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About God 

The God of the Bible is the only true God 

Every faithful Old Testament saint knew the words of Deuteronomy 6:4-9: 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your strength. 

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 

Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

 

God said this about Himself, “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there 

is none like me.”  --  Isaiah 46:9 

 

A growing number of people do not believe that God is a personal entity.  There 

are many others who believe that there are many gods.  To some of these people, 

one person’s religious concepts are as good as the next person’s.    In contrast to 

this idea, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the 

Father except by me.”78 

 

We need to touch on several other aspects of the Bible’s teaching about God, 

which many people misunderstand or reject. 

 

He exists eternally in three Persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Even in the Book of Genesis God is represented as having multiple personalities.  

When He created Adam, He said, "Let us make man in our image, in our 

likeness...."79  Even the word for God, Elohim, has a plural ending.   Again, at the 

                                                           
78 John 14:4 
79 Genesis 1:26 
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Tower of Babel, it is recorded that God said, "Come, let Us go down and there 

confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech."80 

 

In some Old Testament passages God is presented as Spirit81, and sometimes as 

Son82.  At the same time, God is represented as only one!83  

 

There are numerous Old Testament indications that support the concept of the 

Trinity, but it is developed more fully in the New Testament.  Jesus is described as 

God and Creator.84  The Holy Spirit is promised as another person sent from the 

Father and The Son85.  To lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie to God86.  Sometimes all 

three were seen to all be active at the same time. One example is when Jesus was 

baptized.  The Holy Spirit descended on Him like a dove, and the voice of the 

Father said, “This is my Son.”87 

 

The theologians conclude that there truly is only one God, but that He exists 

eternally in three persons.  How can this be?   

 

God says, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways," declares the LORD.  As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

– Isaiah 55:8-9 

–  

It is the height of arrogance for man to think that if he doesn’t understand 

something, it must not be true.  God is infinitely more powerful than we are, and it 

is conceivable that He dwells in dimensions we cannot even fathom.  The classic 

illustration of this situation is to consider what happens when a sphere passes 

                                                           
80 Genesis 11:7 
81 Psalm 51:11 
82 Psalm 2:12 
83 Deuteronomy 6:4 
84 John 1:1-14; Col. 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-8 
85 John 14:14; John 15:26 
86 Acts 5, 3-4 
87 Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22; John 1:32 
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through a plane.  If there were such a thing as two-dimensional people, living in a 

two-dimensional world, they could not possibly understand what a sphere was, but 

they would recognize different aspects of the sphere as it passed through their 

world.  It would be a point, a small circle, a larger circle, etc.  

 

There are many spiritual truths we can understand.  Others we must simply accept 

because they belong to dimensions that are beyond us. The dual nature of Christ, 

The virgin birth of Christ, The vicarious atonement of Christ, and the filling of the 

Holy Spirit are some of these truths that are higher than our ways of thinking. 

 

He is the Creator 

God is said to have personally caused the creation of the by speaking them into 

existence.88  He formed man, not from existing life forms, but from the dust, and 

breathed into him the breath of life89.  He created each type of life “after it’s 

kind,90” setting limits on the changes that could take place, and he did all of this in 

six days!91  This account does not leave room for “theistic evolution,” the belief 

that God did cause creation, but used the process of evolution to accomplish it. 

 

Well-informed Christians know that the evidence evolutionists had hoped to find 

during the past 100 years has failed to materialize.  Creation theories are actually 

better than evolutionary theories at explaining the evidence that does exist! 

 

The belief in evolution has led to a different worldview than that taught by the 

Scriptures.  It pictures a world of chance, in which there are no moral absolutes, 

and in which, we humans are not morally responsible for our thoughts and actions.  

It leads to the demeaning of human life, and to such atrocities as abortion, 

genocide, and cloning. 

 

                                                           
88 Genesis 1 
89 Genesis 2:7 
90 Genesis 1:21, 24, 25 
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He is Sovereign 

Throughout the Bible, God is portrayed as Omnipotent (all-powerful), Omniscient 

(all-knowing), and Omnipresent (everywhere-present).  Nothing that happens is 

beyond His control, or ability to use for His glory, and for our good.92  This is 

illustrated beautifully by the story of Joseph in the book of Genesis.  God allowed 

him to be sold as a slave, framed by an immoral person, and imprisoned in 

Pharaoh’s jail.  At the right time, God elevated him to the position of second most 

powerful person in the world of that time.  In that position he was able not only to 

help many people, but also to save his own family, the Children of Israel.93  When 

his brothers feared that he would punish them for selling him as a slave, he told 

them not to be afraid.  He said, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 

good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”94 

 

 

He is Good 

Passages too numerous to cite speak of God’s love, His holiness, His justice, His 

mercy, and His grace. 

 

Even though there is sin in the world, God is not the author of sin.95  He created 

perfect beings (angels and humans), and allowed them to have a test so that they 

could have the privilege of choosing to show their love to God by obeying Him.  

Some angels chose to rebel96, and, in Adam, the human race also fell.97 

 

Everything that God does is good.  James said, “Don't be deceived, my dear 

brothers. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 

                                                                                                                                                                             
91 Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31.  The expression used, “There was evening and there was morning, the first 
day,” etc. would be misleading if it did not refer to literal  
92 Romans 8:28.   
93 Genesis chapters 37 through 47.  Also consider the story of Job (whole book of Job) 
94 Genesis 50:20.  See also Paul’s thorn in the flesh – 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
95 James 1:13 
96 Isaiah 14:12 ff; Ezekiel 28:12 ff; Revelation 12:4,9 
97 Genesis 3 
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of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” – James 1:16-

17 

 

He is a Rewarder of those who trust Him 

The whole Bible is full of stories of imperfect people, who, nonetheless, believed 

in God and in His promises, and who were blessed by God because of it.  Hebrews 

11 is known as the list of “Heroes of the Faith.”  In that chapter it says, 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 

him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 

him.  

– Hebrews 11:6 

 

The Bible teaches plainly that God will reward those who trust in Him.  Trusting in 

God is not considered a good work, because the Lord does all of the work in 

providing salvation and the way to victory.  Nevertheless, man’s response of faith 

brings blessings in this life (but not immunity from trials or persecution).  What is 

even better, believers are given eternal life98 and the promise of being with the 

Lord forever99.  Believers will face a judgment, when only the things that were 

done for the Lord will remain as a basis for their reward.100  The reward will be 

given back to Jesus as a token of our love for Him.101.   

 

About The Bible 

There are at least three facts about the Bible that need to be reaffirmed by 

Christians in our generation. 

 

The Bible is inspired by God 

The Bible is not just one book among many others.  It is the revelation of the one 

true God.  It makes this claim for itself throughout.  Such expressions as “God 

                                                           
98 John 3:16; 1 John 5:11-13 
99 John 14:1-3;  1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 
100 1 Corinthians 3:10-17 
101 Revelation 4:10-11 
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said,” and “The Word of the Lord came,” are common.  Human authors were used 

to write the books of the Bible, yet the Holy Spirit was the ultimate author.  It is 

explained this way in 2 Peter 1:21, “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of 

man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 

 

The Bible stands alone among holy books in many ways.  Though it was written 

over a period of more than 2000 years by dozens of authors, it agrees from cover to 

cover, as one would expect since it is indeed the Word of God.  More dramatically, 

it is the only book that can claim a perfect record in the fulfillment of its 

prophecies.  Approximately 1/3 of the Bible is prophecy, and about half of that 

consists of prophecies about the first coming of Christ.  Scores of details about 

Christ were fulfilled to the finest detail.  The odds of this happening without divine 

direction are astronomical. 

 

The Bible is Inerrant (original manuscripts) 

There has been considerable debate about this issue in our generation.  The 

underlying questions are these:  If it is really God’s Word, why would it not be 

completely accurate?  And, if only parts of the Bible are exactly correct, how can 

we know which portions are correct, and which ones are not? 

 

Obviously, this discussion only applies to the original manuscripts, since copies 

can be wrong.  But it is interesting to note that none of the originals still exist 

(perhaps so we would not worship them as artifacts), yet textual scholarship of the 

thousands of manuscripts and fragments that do exist prove that the Bible is 

virtually unchanged after all these years.  God must have protected it from 

corruption.  One way of illustrating this is that, even though there are thousands of 

little variations in copying and such, not one major doctrine of Christianity would 

be changed by any of these variations. 
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The Bible is meant to be understood literally 

We should always look for the plain, literal meaning of any portion of Scripture.  It 

was written to be understood, especially by those who know Christ and have the 

Spirit of God working within them102.  It is true that there is figurative or symbolic 

language in the Bible, but behind the symbolism there is one obvious meaning to 

most passages. 

 

Those who take the Bible literally have very little disagreement among themselves 

about what the Bible means.   

 

 

Discovery of God’s Will For Our Lives 

 

Some of the most important aspects of Authentic Christianity are the practical 

issues of how we know what God wants us to do, and how we respond to His will.  

These matters take us beyond what we believe, into the very meaningful world of 

what we practice.  These are the things that others may see about our lives, and 

hopefully be attracted to Christ by what they see.103 

 

We will list these things briefly here, but will concentrate on them in a series of 

messages this year.  If it is practical to do so, we will either expand this section 

later or do a separate book on “Authentic Christianity.” 

 

As we work through this list together, we will undoubtedly make changes to the 

list itself, reordering the priorities, and possibly adding some things that we have 

overlooked. 

 

 

                                                           
102 1 Corinthians 2:15-16 
103 1 Peter 3:15 
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Daily Spiritual Guidance 

Most of us never see visions, hear audible voices, or see handwriting on the wall, 

but we do sense that The Lord is guiding and directing us in many ways.  When we 

are in a right relationship with Him, He uses His Word, and the indwelling Holy 

Spirit to give us supernatural guidance. 

 

This requires that we continually surrender the control of our will to the Holy 

Spirit. 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with 

the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing 

and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the 

Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

- Ephesians 5:18-20 

 

 

Sincere, Complete Obedience to The Lord 

Jesus said plainly that if we love Him, we will keep his commandments.104  He 

even included this concept in the Great Commission when He said, to make 

disciples of all nations, and then added, “Teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”105 

 

Submitting to authority is one of the problem areas of our generation.  But there is 

no way to please the Lord and be blessed by Him if we are not submissive to Him. 

 

Obedience to the Lord affects our priorities.  The Christian’s priorities are opposite 

those of non-Christians.  They are: 

The Lord106 

Family107 

                                                           
104 John 14:15-24 
105 Matthew 28:20 
106 The Great Commandment: Love God: Matthew 22:37-38.  Seek first the Kingdom of God: Matthew 
6:33.  Delight in the Lord: Psalm 37:4 



Page 67 

Church108 

Work109 

Self110 

 
 

Morality 

While the world system teaches that we are all just products of blind evolution, and 

therefore there are no moral absolutes, the clear revelation of Scripture is that we 

are God’s creatures, and as such, are held responsible to know what is good and 

evil, and are expected to choose to do what is right.  Commandments in the Bible 

and lists of what things are right and wrong are numerous.  We do not believe that 

we can gain salvation by keeping the Law111, but we agree with Jesus that the Law 

is good.112 

 

Integrity 

Dishonesty is rampant.  It seems that you cannot trust the word of anyone today.  

Christians can easily distinguish themselves from others just by being truthful 

people.  Jesus taught that we should not even use an oath (swear to tell the truth) 

because we should always tell the truth.  He said, “let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and 

your ‘No,’ ‘No.’113  (The courts allow this, by the way.  You may affirm that you 

will tell the truth instead of swearing to do so.) 

 

Courage 

Christians need to be willing to stand for what is right.  We are not expected to 

pass moral judgment on others114, since only God has that right, but we are 

                                                                                                                                                                             
107 Provide for one’s own: I Timothy 5:8.  Love wife/honor husband: Ephesians 5:21-33.  Train child: 
Proverbs 22:6 
108 Spiritual gifts/members of one body: I Corinthians 12. Don’t forsake assembly together: Hebrews 10:24-
25 
109 With all you might: Ecclesiastes 9:10; I Corinthians 10:31 
110 Others before self: I Corinthians 10:24.  The greatest is servant: Matthew 20:26 
111 Romans 3:27-31 
112 Matthew 5:17 ff. 
113 Matthew 5:37; James 5:12 
114 Matthew :1 
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expected to be able to discern what is right and wrong in society115.  There are 

some very controversial issues in our generation that need to be carefully 

addressed by Bible-believing people.  Some of these issues are abortion, 

homosexuality, pornography, euthanasia, and genetic engineering.  We need to ask 

the Lord for wisdom about how to engage in these discussion in a Christ-honoring 

way, and have a godly influence on our families, our communities, and even on 

lawmakers and the media. 

 

 

Compassion 

When Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbor?” He responded with the parable of 

the Good Samaritan116 which teaches responsibility for others in need even when it 

is costly, time consuming, crosses ethnic lines, and is dangerous. 

 

Our neighbors and our community have many needs we can help meet.  Their 

greatest need is know Christ as Savior, but they often lack other things that seem 

more important to them.  If we would do as Jesus did, we will help them with these 

other areas first, then they will be interested in what we have to say about spiritual 

things. 

 

In our affluent community, there are not many people who need food, clothing, 

and a place to stay, but they have their own kinds of problems: marital difficulties, 

parenting, emotional problems, job transfers, fear of crime, etc. 

  

We might also consider our neighbors just a little farther away - people living 

within minutes of our homes who are the poor and needy, sick, and shut-ins.  

There is joy in helping others who cannot return the favor.  And there is heavenly 

reward too!  Jesus told how God sees these efforts: 

                                                           
115 1 Corinthians 2:15-16 
116 Parable of the Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37 
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Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see You 

hungry and feed you, or thirsty, and give You drink?  And when did we see 

You a stranger and invite You in, or naked and clothe You?  And when did 

we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?”  And the king will answer 

and say to them, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of 

these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.” 

 - Matthew 25:37-40 

 

Use of Spiritual Gifts 

There are several lists of spiritual gifts in the Bible.117  It is an important subject 

that takes some time to study and understand.  Among the many facets of this 

teaching are these key ideas: Spiritual gifts are abilities that are produced within us 

supernaturally by the power of the Holy Spirit.  They are given to all Christians for 

the purpose of enabling the whole body of believers to do what God wants us to 

do.  Different people have different gifts.  Every gift is of equal importance for the 

well being of the body of Christ. 

 

 

Exercising God-given Ministry 

One of the most amazing facts about Christianity is that God has some vital 

ministry in mind for every child of His to perform.  That is why The Apostle Paul 

explained that the work of Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, and Pastor-Teachers is 

to equip the Saints (all true believers) to do the work of ministry.118 

 

 

Commitment to Evangelism and Missions 

When we first accepted Christ and became Children of God, the Lord could have 

taken us immediately to be with Himself.  Then we would never struggle with sin 

and failure.  We would be unspeakably happy in His presence.  But He left us here 

                                                           
117 1 Corinthians chapters 12 through 14; Romans 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:11-13 
118 Ephesians 4:11 
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for a purpose.  He expressed that purpose in the Great Commission: His command 

to believers just before He finished His earthly work.  This Great Commission is so 

important that it is recorded in slightly different ways in each of the four Gospels 

and the Book of Acts.119  Mark’s Gospel puts it this way, “Go into all the world 

and preach the gospel to all creation.”120 

 

Personal Evangelism 

Nothing we do is more important than this: to tell other people that Jesus died for 

their sins, and to invite them to accept Him as Savior.  We do this in many ways.  

the most obvious and natural way is to share our faith one-on-one.  We call this 

“witnessing,” telling someone else what Jesus has done for us, and then sharing the 

plan of salvation.  We might use a tool for this like The Four Spiritual Laws.121 

 

Our lives can also be used to draw people to Christ.  People would rather see a 

Christian life than to hear about it.   If we do live a godly life others will 

sometimes even ask us to tell them why.  The Apostle Peter said to “be ready to 

make a defense to everyone who asks you.”122 

 

Our testimony is our story.  We Christians have a story to tell of how we came to 

know Jesus Christ as Savior and what a difference He has made in our lives.  We 

are to always be “ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 

account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.123 

 

It is a good idea for each Christian to write out his or her testimony and to be able 

to tell the story on a moment’s notice.  It is also helpful to be prepared to give a 

very short version when necessary. 

 

                                                           
119 The Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-49; John 20:21-22; Acts 1:8 
120 Preach the Gospel to all creation: Mark 16:15 
121 Booklet from Campus Crusade for Christ.  These are available in Christian book stores and in the church 
office. 
122 Be ready to give an account: I Peter 3:15 
123 Be ready to give an answer: I Peter 3:15 
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Seeing life’s journey through faith is one of the primary ways we glorify God.  If 

we understand our own story, it is always one of triumph and victory, even if we 

experience difficult trials or failures because “God causes all things to work 

together for good for those who love God, to those who are called according to His 

purpose.”124 

 

Evangelism of the community 

Jesus indicated that there are three circles of missions involvement: 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. 

-Acts 1:8 

Our “Jerusalem” is the immediate area with about a five-mile radius of the church 

building, primarily Rancho Cucamonga, Upland and Etiwanda.  Once the freeway 

is built, we will have a broader sphere of influence and responsibility.  We are 

missionaries first to our own neighborhoods.  That is why there is a banner over 

each of the doors of the narthex that says, “You are now entering the Mission 

Field.”  We are the only representatives of Jesus that some people will ever know. 

 

“Judea and Samaria” represent home missions.  It is our responsibility to launch 

daughter churches: offspring of a mature church.  Our own congregation was the 

result of intentional “parenting” by the Upland Brethren In Christ Church many 

years ago.  The work of home missions is also to be involved in evangelism and a 

variety of local ministries. 

 

World evangelism 

“The remotest part of the earth” means world missions.   We can be involved in 

World Missions in several important ways: First by praying specifically for our 

missionaries in far-away places like Africa and South America.  The second is by 

                                                           
124 All things work together for good: Romans 8:28.  See also I Corinthians 10:13 and II Corinthians 12:7-
10 
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giving specifically for the work of certain missionaries or organizations (a portion 

of our general fund giving is also channeled to missions).  A third way we can 

support missions is by going as missionaries ourselves or by encouraging and 

allowing our children to become missionaries.  We may do this by short term 

involvement or by making a career of it. 

 

Commitment to The Family 

Much of this book has already been devoted to the subject of the family.  We do not need 

to repeat this information here, but we do need to include this subject in our list of areas 

where we Christians need to return to Authentic Christianity.  In this area we must 

remind ourselves and others that the Bible teaches certain key truths about the family.  

These include:  

Ordained by God 

Led by Husband/Father 

One partner for life 

Importance of Children 

Importance of Elders 

 

Commitment to The Church (Body of Christ) 

Love for one another 

Jesus said that the most distinguishing trait of a Christian would be his love for other 
Christians. 
 

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another." 

 
– John 13:34-35 

 
 
Faithfulness 

A person who is not faithful in his church attendance may actually be discouraging 

other believers.  This is especially true if he or she has any responsibility in the 

church. 
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And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 

not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more, as you see the day drawing 

near. 

- Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

Congregational Worship 

Jesus said that worship was a matter of the heart.  “God is spirit, and those who 

worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”125  We do not worship by going to 

a certain place or by going through a certain ritual.  In worship we adore God for 

who He is, praise Him for what he does, and thank Him for what He has given to 

us.  Our devoted study of God’s Word is one aspect of our worship, but prayer is 

the primary vehicle for worshipping Him.  Singing God’s praises helps us greatly 

in the act of worship.  It is like singing a love song to The Lord.  There is an 

emotional aspect to true worship, but emotionalism is not the purpose.  Those who 

lead us in worship are performing a vital ministry, not providing entertainment.  

They seek to blend the beautiful hymns which are full of theological truth and 

Christian heritage, with the jubilant and worshipful choruses of our generation. 

 

Emphasis on Children and Youth 

 

Our teens and young adults are the future of the church and of society.  Truthfully, 

they are in great danger of being lured away from the church family and from 

Biblical principles by the intense evil influences they face today.126  The good 

news is that they are incredibly responsive to the Gospel when it is presented in a 

way that they feel is relevant. 

 

Our primary emphasis is on the youth of existing families within the church.  We 

are also aware that there are literally thousands of young people living all around 

                                                           
125 Worship in spirit and truth: John 4:24 
126 Youth in the last days:  II Timothy 3:1-5 
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us who can be reached at this critical time in their life.  As Jesus said, filled with 

compassion for the distressed people of His time, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

workers are few.  Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to sent out workers 

into His harvest.”127  We are in need of many dedicated adults who will come 

alongside our youth to help and encourage them, to provide prayer, support, 

leadership, discipleship, sponsorship, transportation, and general assistance. 

 

Care for Seniors 

 They serve us.  The ever-growing segment of older folk in our church 

family is a most valuable resource to all of us.  We can learn from them and draw 

from their valuable storehouse of experience.  If we respect them enough to seek 

their counsel, they will lavish their wisdom on us.  Seniors serve and support the 

spiritual family in many ways - - by their example, advice, volunteer work, giving 

and prayer! 

 We serve them.  As the number of older folks continues to increase, we 

will want to provide for them, just as they have provided for us.  For this reason 

we need to establish Christian retirement communities and meaningful activities 

and trips for them.  We will seek to provide Growth Groups and occasional 

meetings which offer traditional forms of worship and study, realizing that they 

support the more contemporary services of the church like missionaries to the 

younger generations, but often miss the older forms of worship which have meant 

so much to them over the years.  However, we will want to integrate them into the 

life of the church, not isolate them.  We will respect them and include them, 

realizing that most of them still feel “forever young”, and almost wonder who that 

person in their mirror really is. 

 

Stewardship 

This subject was summarized earlier under the heading of “Family Finances.” 

 

Servant Leadership 

                                                           
127 Pray for workers: Matthew 9:37-38 
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Jesus taught His disciples that the spiritual hierarchy is just the opposite of the 

world’s system: 

You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 

men exercise authority over them.  It is not so among you, but whoever 

wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever 

wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did 

not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.  

- Matthew 20:25-28 

 

Leadership is developed in the church by serving one another.  The Apostle Paul 

even warned pastors not to lord it over those in their flock, but to be examples to 

them.128  This principle is practiced in many ways: by providing transportation, by 

taking meals to the sick, by cleaning, by hospitality, by visiting shut-ins, by 

babysitting, and by maintenance of the buildings, to name a few.  These activities 

are privileges, not burdens.  And Jesus, who is over all, is servant of all!129 

 

Servant leadership is symbolized by the practice of feet-washing.  After Jesus has 

washed the disciples’ feet He said, “For I gave you an example that you also 

should do as I did to you.  If you know these things, you are blessed if you do 

them.”130   We generally have a service that includes feetwashing on Maunday 

Thursday (Thursday of Easter Week).  Small groups may practice it occasionally if 

they wish to do so. 

 

Gentleness, humility and peace characterize those who fully trust the Lord.  

Gentleness is a fruit of the Spirit.131  It is not to be mistaken for weakness.  In order 

to be gentle, one must first be strong.132  But that strength is not used to crush, to 

overpower or intimidate, but to lead and encourage others.  

 

                                                           
128 Not lording is over the flock: I Peter 5:3 
129 Jesus as servant of all: John 13:14-15.  Paul also said he was servant of all: I Corinthians 9:19 
130 Feetwashing: John 13:1-17. Versus quoted are 13 and 15. 
131 Gentleness, a fruit of the Spirit: Galatians 5:23 
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Humility is the opposite of pride.  It is the result of understanding that of ourselves 

we are nothing133, but in Christ we can do all things.134  It is giving God all the 

glory because we know whatever good we are permitted to do is done by the Lord 

Himself through us.135  Humility causes us to cast our care on the Lord instead of 

trying to do everything for ourselves.136 

 

The child of God is called to be a person of peace.  We make peace with God137 

when we receive Christ and enter the family of God.  We enjoy the peace of 

God138 which passes all comprehension when we trust in Him.  Peace is also listed 

in the Fruit of the Spirit,139 and is expected to characterize all that a Christian does 

- - whether in his family, at work or school, in public, at church, and even in 

relation to government.  Jesus said that when we are insulted we should turn the 

other cheek140, and He pronounced a blessing on peacemakers.141

                                                                                                                                                                             
132 Be strong: II Timothy 2:1 
133 We are nothing without the Lord: Exodus 3; Luke 7:6-7; Romans 3:10-12.  Even Jesus did nothing of 
Himself, but as the Father directed: John 8:28 
134 Can do all things: Philippians 4:13 
135 The Lord does His work through us: II Corinthians 12:7-10; Galatians 2:20 
136 Humility: James 4:6-10; I Peter 5:5-7 
137  Peace with God: Romans 5:1 
138  Peace of God: Philippians 4:6-7 
139  Peace as Fruit of the Spirit: Galatians 5:22 
140 Turn the other cheek: Matthew 5:39 
141 Blessed are the peacemakers: Matthew 5:9 
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If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 

- Romans 12:8 

  

 



Page 78 

 

Going Farther Down The Road – New and Revised Ministries 

 

Freeways allow us to go farther and to get there faster.  It is symbolic of what is 

happening in many other areas of life.  The rate of change today is breathtaking.  

We were talking about putting a copy of this book on CD ROM in a time capsule 

for a later generation of the church to find, perhaps on it’s 50th Anniversary.  

Someone asked if the people in that near future will recognize what it is!  What 

method of data storage will be used just twenty-five years from now?  And if 

people do recognize what a CD ROM is, will they have the ability to use it with 

their totally different computers? 

 

When Hearth and Home was written, just six and a half years ago, the Internet was 

not in common use, but today it is one of the most significant factors in society, 

providing advantages and problems that we scarcely imagined then.  The use of 

cellular phones has also brought about immense changes in that same short time.  

Computing power is still doubling every eighteen months, and shrinking in size at 

the same time.  Similar rates of progress apply to many other technologies. 

 

One of our greatest challenges will be to keep up with the changing world, 

understanding what is happening, and providing relevant ways for people to hear 

the Gospel and to be built up in the faith.  In this section we will simply outline 

some of the possible needs and solutions that may come up.  In reality, there will 

be vast changes that we can not see now, and our God, who knows everything 

about the future, will show us at the right time what we need to know to stay 

current. 

 

Prayer Ministries  

Lighthouses of prayer 

Weekly prayer meetings 

Monthly prayer vigils 
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Prayer summits/ retreats 

Prayer partners 

Prayer during services 

Prayer as a vital part of all meetings and activities 

Books and audio-visual materials on prayer in the library 

Prayer request and resource section on church website 

 

 

Worship and Music Ministries 

Worship Teams 

Choirs 

Special Groups 

Soloists 

Recording of Worship Team, Choir, Groups and Individuals 

Teaching young people to play instruments  

Worship seminars 

Posting selected recordings on church website 

Provide links to worship sites  

 

Children’s Ministries 

Sunday School 

Children’s Church 

AWANA 

Vacation Bible School  

Puppet Team Ministry  

Alta Loma Christian School 

Teacher training  

Kid’s Club meetings periodically 

Children’s evangelism – special meetings 

   

Youth Ministries 
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Middle School / Jr. High Youth 

Weekly youth group 

Small groups 

Jr. High church service (partial) 

Active Christian social life 

Youth camps 

Service opportunities – in church and outside 

After school activities 

Tutoring 

Jr. High site on Internet 

 

High School Youth 

 Weekly youth group 

Small groups 

Active Christian social life 

After school activities 

Youth camps 

Service opportunities – in church and outside 

Teaching/ mentoring younger people  

Guidance programs 

 Teen missions 

 

College/ Career 

Weekly meeting for fellowship and discussion 

Alternative worship service 

Active Christian social life 

Hi-tech help for study and Christian interaction 

Retreats 

Involvement with larger organizations of Christian young adults 

 

Adult Ministries 
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Adult Sunday School - Electives  

Week-night Classes 

Care Circles 

Support Groups 

Men’s Ministries 

Women’s Ministries 

School of the Bible 

Distance Education on the Internet 

Links to Bible knowledge sites from church website 

Tape, CD and/or other media lending library 

List radio, television, and other media resources 

Young Adults 

 College – Under Youth (above) 

 Singles 

Family Builders 

Mudpies & Lullabies 

Empty Nesters 

Single Again 

Seniors 

Trips and Social events – Golden Keys 

Meals 

Traditional Worship Services 

Planning,  Housing, Assisted Living 

Service opportunities for Seniors 

Leadership and Advice 

Part time staff 

Teachers 

Directors, organizers 

Consultation 

Child Care 

Testimonies 
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Evangelistic and Outreach Ministries 

Evangelism Explosion or other home witnessing program 

Scripture distribution to homes 

Jesus Video distribution to homes 

Cable TV ads and programs 

Concerts 

Coffee House Ministry 

Community Forums 

Community events 

Athletics ministry 

Special events by Youth, Men’s or Women’s Ministries 

Portion of church website devoted to reaching the community 

Assist in seniors complexes 

Involvement in Compassion Ministries – Assistance to the Needy 

 

Missions 

Missions Conferences 

Missions Focus in church service 

Missionary speakers 

Missions section in library 

Missions section on church website 

Missions bulletin board 

Directory of Missionary addresses, Email addresses 

Short term missions teams 

Teen missions 

Ethnic tours 

Visits to mission fields 

Prayer and Missions Center 

 

Athletics 
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Team sports- softball, basketball, volleyball, soccer 

Youth team sports – Christian league 

Christian athlete speakers 

Christian sports camps 

 

Support Ministries 

Audio Visual 

Maintenance 

Friendship 

Greeters 

Parking Assistants 

Café/ Cappuccino Cart 

Helping Hands 

Hospitality 

 Pot Lucks/ Fellowship Meals 

 Coffee  

Library 

Bookstore 

Disaster Preparedness 

Weddings 

Ushers 

 

Media Ministries 

The Internet 

Church Website 

Using the Internet to enhance other ministries 

Using the Internet to start new ministries 

Recordings – CDs, Tapes, Videos 

Presentations – Powerpoint and other 

Broadcasting and Narrowcasting – Cable, Satellite 

Distance Education 
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Printing 
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Detours, Improvements and Side Trips 

Finally, we should add just a thought about unexpected delays, detours, and other 

problems as we travel down this freeway together.  The Lord does allow Christians 

to have some trials in life.  The Devil may be trying to wreck us, but The Lord can 

and will make every difficulty work together for good for those who love Him!142 

 

We need to be flexible and open to changes as we go along.  Let us be willing to 

try new things as The Lord leads us.  The journey will be much more interesting 

that way. 

 

 

 

                                                           
142 Romans 8:289 
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Conclusion  

 

 So, here’s our vision.  As stated in our earlier book, Hearth and Home, we 

see that the Lord wants us to be a big happy family.  We are not too concerned 

about the bigness, but really want to keep working at being happy.  This is a 

picture of brothers and sisters loving each other in spite of their faults, learning 

from each other day by day. 

 It is a picture of little children joyfully playing with lots of other children in 

the safety of a wholesome family reunion held twice every week - - where they can 

not only exercise their growing bodies, but also build character by listening to life 

changing stories from the Bible and memorize versus that will help them meet all 

the challenges of life. 

 It is a picture of parents together with dedicated aunts and uncles, wisely 

teaching the core values that make this spiritual family what it is. 

 It is a picture of teenagers being able to turn their backs on the pressures 

and temptations of their peer groups because they belong to a family that loves 

them and provides for their needs. 

 It is a picture of single people who are welcomed and appreciated by their 

spiritual kinfolk and who are therefore able to be who they are supposed to be and 

do what they are meant to do. 

 It is a picture of grandparents, aging gracefully amid the care and support 

of a grateful family who has not forgotten their roots and heritage, and who cherish 

the wisdom of their elders. 

 It is also a picture of the family travelling together on an incredible 

journey; a divine adventure.  So far, the trip has been wonderful, but who can even 

imagine what the omnipotent God can do with His family in the fast lanes of the 

freeway where He has placed us?  Our Father wants to do much more with this 

family than we could ever dream of doing. 

For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 

welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.  Then you will 
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call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  And you 

sill seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.143 

 

Let’s just keep the family together; growing and going as He leads us! 

 

                                                           
143 God’s plans for us: Jeremiah 29:11-13 



Page 88 

Appendix 1 

Charter Membership – July 1977 

Abbott, Judy 

Abbott, Tony 

Baldwin, Claude 

Baldwin, Crystal 

Brayford, Guido 

Brayford, Jean 

Buck, Linda 

Bye, Erma 

Chavira, Mary 

Clark, Karen 

Clark, Roy 

Collom, David 

Collom, Donna 

Collom, James 

Collom, Jeffrey 

Dahl, Richard 

Dahl, Shirley 

Dahl, Tami 

Dahl, Terry 

Dahl, Traci 

Dirks, Barbara 

Dirks, William 

Engle, Charles 

Engle, Eunice 

Engle, Gordon 

Engle, Kathryn 

Engle, Louis 

Eshleman, John 

Eshleman, Marlene 

Eshleman, Shari 

Felix, Linda 

Guengerick, Lois 

Herman, Elsie 

Herman, Roy 

Jackson, James 

Jordan, Adolf 

Jordan, Evelyn 

Klier, Christal 

Klier, Gail 

Klier, Pat 

Klier, Wilbert 

Kline, Jo Anne 

Lacas Nancy 

Land, Shelly 

Logsdon, Adeline 

Martin, Doug 

Martin, Marilyn 

McAdoo, Debbie 

McCracken, Lee 

McCracken, Marie 

Menkes, Lynn 

Merritt, Bruce 

Merritt, Linda 

Wenger, J. Ralph 

Wenger, Joan 

Whittemore, Jaye 

Young, Ed 

Young, Fran 
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Young, Traci 
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Appendix 2 
Important dates 

(Please advise us of any additions or corrections that should be made.) 
 
1975 
 -- - Don Shafer serving as Bishop (since ’72) 
 
1976 
Sept 12 – Ralph and Joan Wenger start 
Sept 16 – First Service – Carnelian School 
Dec 21 – Bought land 
 
1977 
Feb – Paying own bills (land loan paid off) 
 – Doug Martin – music ministry 
1978 
Oct 16 – Sell property, but\y adjacent property soon after 
 
1979 
April – Ground breaking for multi-purpose bldg 
Aug 17 – Submit Articles of Incorporation 
Dec 19 – Receive Articles of Incorporation 
 
1980 
Mar – Multi-purpose building dedicated 
Mar – Start of Gail Steel as school director 
Mar 1 – Start of Little People 
Sept – Start of Kathy Rogers as school director 
 
1981 
 
1982 
 
1983 
 
1984 
July 15 – Ralph Wenger becomes Bishop of Pacific Conf. 
July – Gordon Engle serves as interim pastor 
Sept – Hempys begin pastorate 
 
1985 
  - Ground breaking for Education Building 
 

1986 
  - Education Building dedicated, debt free 
 

1987 
- Etiwanda BIC Church planted from ALBIC with 54 people 
 

1988 
- God provides new growth.  Church recognized as fastest growing church in the denomination 
 

1989 
 - Ground breaking for new Sanctuary 
June – Start of Joan Stone as school director 
– Dave Holmquist starts as Associate Pastor 
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1990 
June 4 – Kay Radenz begins as school director/ Principal 
July 31 – Bishop Louis Cober begins service to Pacific Conf 
Oct – Rick Givens begins ministry of music 
Oct – New Sanctuary dedicated 
 
 
1991 
Jan – Hempys leave 
Jan – Dave Holmquist serves as interim pastor 
Aug 31 – Holmquists leave 
Sept – Graffs arrive at church 
Oct – Staff Retreat – Murietta Hot Springs 
 – Al Denson  Concert 
Dec – Doors of the Heart Musical 
 
1992 
Jan 12 – Youth Discovery Team (Africa and Canada) 
Jan 19 – Steven Crumbacher Concert 
Jan 26 – Parade of Ministries 
Jan – Sean Smith leaves youth pastorate 
Feb – Mark Hallen begins youth pastorate 
Feb. 23 – Carolyn Koons Banquet “Single Adult Passages” 
Feb. 29 – Benny Hester Concert 
Apr. 11 – Easter literature distribution 
Apr. 17 – Passover meal – Steve and Joan Carman 
Apr – June – Pictures for pictorial directory 
May 4-9 – Graffs to Messiah w/ Berts 
May 30 – Michele Pillar Concert 
Jun. 6- July 3 – Ron - Core course in Canada 
July 4-9 – Gen Conf. In Canada 
July 5 – Joe Jackson – AM Service 
July 17 – John Schlitt Concert (lead singer: Petra) 
 Aug. 16 – Bob Ayala in AM Service 
Sept. 18-19 – Staff Retreat 
Sept. 20 – APU University Choir and Orchestra 
Oct. 2-4 – Women’s Retreat – Victory Ranch 
Oct. 11 Anniversary/ Homecoming Prog (16th Yr.) – Bob Hempy  Ralph Wenger 
Oct. 18-25 – Missions Conference 
Oct. 24 – Change the World School of Prayer 
Oct. 25 – Shenks report MAF/ Zimbabwe 
Nov. 1 – Begin two service schedule 
 8 – First Serv 
 9:30  SS 
 11 Second Serv 
Nov. 13-14 – Pac. Conf. Consultation on Evangelism – Dr. Henry Schmidt 
Nov. 22 – Thanksgiving musical – “Love Will Be Our Home” 
Nov. 29 – Advent Sing here 
Dec. 18-19 – Christmas Musical – “Mr. Todd’s Christmas” 
Dec  – Julie Taylor and Alice Hartman  end service as Directors of Children’s Ministries 
Dec 30 – Gordon Engle retires 
 
1993 
Jan – Cloyd Havens begins Children’s Ministries 
Feb. 6 – Darrell Mansfield Concert 
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Feb 16 – Move PFF Bldg 
Feb. 19 – Valentine’s Dinner Playhouse “Cyndie”- Upland 
Mar. 14 – Dr. David Augsberger – Samaritan Ctr.  ALBIC 
Mar. 20 – Karen Carson Delatorre Concert 
Mar 21 – Mike and Becky Duncan welcome – staff dinner 
Mar 21 – Start of Newcomers Dinners 
Mar. 24 – Sherman Andress Concert 
Mar 27 – Men’s Spaghetti Dinner – Frank Pastore 
Apr. 11 – Easter Services – Michelle Pillar 
Apr. 19,25 – Open Forums – “Preparing for the Future” 
May 29 – Fresno Pacific College Choir 
June 4-6 – Men’s Retreat 
June 25-28 – Family Builder’s Family Camp – Mexico 
July – Pictures for pictorial directory 
July 23 – First of Five Fabulous Fridays – movie “Without Reservation” 
July 23-25 – Harvest Crusade – Ron had closing prayer Sat night 
July 30 – Crystal Lewis Concert 
Aug. 13 – Tom Shumate Concert 
Aug. 29 – APU Group – Reflections 
Sept  - Start Men’s BSF 
Sept – Clark Howell starts as Worship Team Leader 
Sept – Dedicate PFF (School office) 
Dec. 2 – Dwight Bert honored “Good Scout Of The Year” – Fairplex Sharaton 
Dec. 19 – Christmas Cantata 
Dec. 19 – Messiah Sing – Area wide 
Dec. 2-30 – YouthQuest – Pennsylvania 
 
1994 
Jan 3-7 – BIC History Core Course – Morris Sider – here 
Mar – Bishop Louis Cober moves to Pennsylvania 
Mar – Bishop John Arthur Brubaker begins service to Pac Conf 
Mar – End of Mark Hallen youth ministry 
Mar – Start Larry Mitchell youth ministry 
Apr. 3 – Jon Gibson guest music – two regular services 
July – General Conference - Messiah 
Sept. 10 – Walk Thru the Bible 
Sept. 10 – Start School of Ministry 
Sept. 11 Dedicate new modular building 
Sept – End of Larry Mitchell youth ministry 
Sept – Start Dave Morgan youth ministry 
Sept – Dedicate School Modular # 1 
Sept. 18 – Harvey Sider in AM Service – Gen Conf. Moderator 
Sept 18 – Festival of Life – Quake Stadium – Senator Bill Armstrong 
Sept 23-24 – Somebody Loves You Crusade – Quake Stadium –  
Sept. 30- Oct. 2 – Family Camp – Mile High Pines 
 
1995 
Feb. 3 – Crystal Lewis Concert 
Feb 5-8 – Missions Conference 
Feb. 12 – Dream of Eden special music AM Serv. 
Feb . 19 – Ethnic Tour 
May 4 – Nat Day of Prayer – Inland Empire Prayer Gathering at Quake stadium 
May 14 – Start of Growing Families/ Growing Faith Campaign 
May 1 – Ian Concert 
June 16 – Growing Families Campaign Dinner – Harvey Mudd College 
June 30 – Fabulous Fridays – Billy Graham film – “Chuck Colson…” 
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July – Pastor’s Retreat - Messiah 
July 9 – Gina Foglio – special music – AM Service 
July – End of Mike Duncan Associate Pastor ministry 
Aug 25-27 – Somebody Loves You Crusade – Quake Stadium – Raul Ries 
Sept? – Dedicate School Modulars # 2  3 
Sept. 29-Oct. 1 – Family Camp 
Oct. 15 – Cheri Keaggy Concert 
Nov – Writing of Prophecy Puzzle 
Nov. 16-18 – Fasting and Prayer – L.A. Convention Center 
Dec. 10 – Family Christmas Dinner and Christmas Play ?? 
Dec. 17 – Christmas Music 
Dec. 17 – Christmas Play  
Dec. 29-30 – Pastoral Staff Retreat 
 
1996 
Jan – Penny Frailey and Jami Johnson begin directing Childrens’ Ministries 
Jan 6 – Marriage Seminar with Hempeys 
Jan 14 – Start of “Wind, Water, and Word” 
Jan 27 – Promise Keepers’ “Wake Up Call” – here 
Jan-Feb – Pictures for Pictorial Directory 
Feb. 7-11 – Missions Conference 
Feb 13-16 – Promise Keepers for Pastors – Atlanta  
Mar. 31 – Charles Engle’s 100th Birthday Celebration 
Apr. 4 – Passover Meal – Carmans 
Apr.  – Easter 
Apr. 19-20 – Promise Keepers – LA Colleseum 
Apr. 26-27 – Pastoral Staff Retreat 
Apr. 30-May 1 – Days of Prayer  Fasting – Inland Empire Satellite 
May 2 – Nat Day of Prayer –Inland Empire Prayer Gathering – Quake Stadium 
May 31-Jun. 2 – Men’s Retreat 
Jun 21-22 – “Narnia” Play in Sanctuary 
Jun 29- Jul 4 – BIC General Conference – APU 
July 4-7 -- Harvest Crusade – Anaheim 
July 14 – Danielle Price Concert (new album) 
Aug 23, - AWANA Carnival (first one) 
Aug. 25 – “Go, Go, Jonah!” Children’s play – A.M. Service 
Dec. 22 – Choir Christmas Cantata 
 
1997 
Feb. 22-23 – Marriage and Family Seminar – Bob and Barbara Hempy 
April 12 – Start of Jesus Video Distribution 
May 1-2 – Promise Keepers - Coliseum 
May 16-17 – Chosen Women – Rose Bowl 
May 18 – Ministry Faire after church 
June 8 – Congregational Council – New fiscal year arrangement 
June – Start of Jason Smith youth ministry 
July 2 – Tom Shumate 
Sept 12-13 – Joyful Journey – Anaheim Pond 
Sept 19-21 – Prophecy Conference – here 
 Tim LaHaye, David Hocking, Gary Kah, Lambert Dolphin 
Oct. 26 – Bel Canto Concert – from APU 
Dec. 7 – Christmas All-church Pot Luck  
 
1998 
Jan 9-11 Church Board “Experiencing God” Weekend 
Jan 18 – Terry Cook – A.M. service 
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Feb 1-4 Missions Conference 
Feb 6-8 – Women’s Retreat – Arrowhead Springs 
Feb. 9-12 – Pastors’ Prayer Summit 
Feb. 22 – Lou Sheldon – P.M. Service 
Mar 6-7 – Pacific Conference BIC – Here 
Apr. 25 - AWANA Grand Prix 
May 7 - Nat Day of Prayer – Cornerstone Church, Ont. 
May 8-9 – Pictorial Directory pictures 
May 29-30 – First So. Calif. MCC Relief Sale – PCC 
June 28 – “Super Sunday” Picnic – Red Hill Park 
July – Gen. Conference - Messiah 
Aug. 21 – AWANA Carnival 
Sept. 26 – Y2K Seminar 
Sept  – Start of Bell Choir – Trish Marko 
Sept – Noltons to Michigan 
 
Oct. 4 – Elias & Fadzai Moyo – A.M. Service 
Oct 18 – Bel Canto Choir from APU 
Oct. 24 – Internet for Christian Families Seminar – Steve Carroll 
Nov 2-24 – Ron in India and UAE 
Nov 8 – Ron Hall – A.M. Serv 
Nov. 15 – Ron Thomas – A.M. Serv 
Nov. 22 – Lou Sheldon 
Dec. 6 – Christmas All Church Dinner 
Dec. 18-20 – Choir Cantata 
 
1999 
Jan 20 to June 13 – Missing 
July – BIC Pastor’s Conf.- Messiah 
July 10 – Ron at Santa Maria Prophecy Conference 
Aug 8 – Gary Kah – A.M. Service 
Aug – Fix Roof (defect – Chuck Williams) 
Sept. 12 – All-Church Picnic – Hermosa Park – 23rd Anniv. 
Sept 19 – Start Two Services 
Sept – Start of Joel Nunnally as Youth Pastor 
Sept – Switch by Jason Smith to Pastor of Young Adults 
Sept  – Peter Plumeri and Clark Howell share leadership of Worship Team 
Oct. 8-10 Men’s Retreat – Mile High Pines 
Oct. 17 – Bel Canto Choir from APU 
Oct. 24 - David Ruiz – 2 Services 
Oct. 31 – Harvest Fellowship 
Nov 11-13 – Fasting  Prayer – Satellite – Here 
Nov. 19 – Logos open meeting – Moses Jesudass 
Nov  – Williams to Thailand 
Dec. 5 – Church Christmas Dinner – Pacific Christian Center 
Dec. 8 – Christopher Nance at ALCS 
Dec. 11 – 5th/ 6th Grade to Mexico Orphanage 
Dec. 10 – Choir Christmas Service 
Dec. 31 – New Millennium Eve Party (Watch Night Service) 
 
2000 
April  – Start Mudpies and Lullabies 
May 17 – Cal-Trans first level hearing 
May 19-21 – MCC Sale – PCC 
May 22 – School Golf Tournament and Dinner 
May 23 – Bill Fay Evangelism Training 
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July – BIC General Conf – Canada (BIC Vision) 
Aug – Lori Solarzano becomes Dir. Of Christian Education 
Sept 9 – Overholt’s 50th Anniv. Celebration – Upland BIC 
Sept. 22 – “Below The Noise” Teen Mania Rally – Jeremy Meister 
Nov. 12 – Bel Canto Choir – APU 
 
 
 


